ig noble pry 1 any (Ons 2 im „ 
mire of the earth; Let not this will that Was mads 

to be a? queen, be a ſlave t> fleſh and blood. Let 0 
not this underſtanding, this mind, this thought that — i 
ſhould contemplate heavenly truths, ben how donn. Fe 
i empty earthly toys. 1 2 OS Dil 4 
Conclude to be ever humble, by the Ant TY 
remembrance of thy own nothing: and to be erer 
grateful to thy Maker, by 2 N * of love” | 
, Pater. Hoe. . 55 316" 8 422 
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MEDITATION: Who. 4 
On our bat: end... ; 5 4 


\ONSIDER ird, my foul, 3 — ins 
; 'cameſt” hither, What is thy buſineſs in this: 
moral life?. for what, end has God made thee? 
pon what errand - has he ſent thee hither? This 
2 have been the ſubject of ty meditation - 
from thy - firſt coming to the uſe of reaſon ; and 
haſt thon ever yet ſeriouſiy thought on it.? Thou 
- canſt not here plead ignorance: for it was one ard 9.4 
the firſt things thou waſt taught, that thou waſt 
made ſor God; and that thou mighteſt Know, 
love and ſerve him here; and ſo. came to enjoy _ 
him hereafter in. a happy eternity. O how. noble. | 
| how glorious, . bleſſed is this end for. which 
has. made thee for himſelf and "Lays kenven ; 3 + 
has debgned. this W from all eternity 2 thee 1 


- ſelf in good earneſt to the love and ſervice of 
. thy: Maker. This is that ons thing neceſſarysi 
. Juke x. 42. If thou apply thyſelf ſeriouſly to 


turn to thy God. 


made thee for himſelf: and to attend for * 


4 * 


e fecandly;/ hath copies OG thou 
aſk but one buſineſs in life, viz. to anſwer this 
end for which thou waſt made ; by. dedicating thy 


this great buſineſs, all is well: if thou neglect this, 


ill is loſt, whatever ſucceſs thou mayſt meet with F 
in every thing; ; elſes O aubat will it profit a man 3 I 
10 gain the whole; world, if be boſe Bis on a q 
and at the ſame time loſe his God, and a happy 0 
eternity? O then let all other buſineſs be ever tc 
ſubordinate to this: let all that no ways conduces * 
= to this, be deſpiſed as vain and unprofitable : and T 
fall that" is oppoſite to this be avoided and rejected M m 
2s hurtful and pernicious. O wanity of wanities, pe 
Y . and 4. Fs vanity, bunt the ny God and ſerving? iy 
3 him alone. Renpit.. 1 
1 4 Conſider thirdly, the great blindneſs was fun ſla 
3 of worldlings, who live in a continual forgetfulneſs ou 
of this their only buſineſs: whoſe purſuits are or 
after vanities; Who weary themſelyes like children mi 
in running after butterflies, and 'catching at mere A 


bubbles and empty ſhadows ; vain honours, falſe: IM ho 
riches, and momentary pleaſures; whilſt they neglect Sar 
5 ; | eternity. And has not this been hitherto thy caſe, ( 
O my ſoul! O be confounded then at the thought 


of thy having been ſo ſenſeleſs, ſo wretched! Be- 
teſt the erzors of thy m_ life': and now at leaſt 


8 USE; 


Conclude to offer ty whole Fea to him that | 
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05 our redemption through . 


ONSIDER firſt, how man being Pe. 
"nally created in juſtice and ſanity, to be 
v 2 here in grace and innocence, and eternally 
happy hereafter in the enjoyment of his Creator; 
wretchedly fell from God by ſin; forfeited bis 
original juſtice, 'and all the advantages annexed 
to it; and incurred all kind of miſeries; together 
with a double death, both for time and eternity. 
Thus all mankind came to be involved in ſin and 
miſery: the underſtanding was blinded, the- will 

perverted, the whole ſoul in diſorder; ſtrangely 
weak to any thing that is good; and violently - 
; inclined to evil. Thus we became aliens from God, 
7 ſlaves to ſatan, fin, and hell ; utterly incapable * 
(8. ourſelves to make one ſtep towards obtaining _—_ 
e or grace; and muſt have inevitably fallen from one 
n miſery to another, till at length we fell into hell. 
re Ah! the dreadful conſequences of fin! Ahl what 
ſe: Ml ſhould we have _ if God had not . u. 2 
& ' Saviour? . 
e, Confider ſecondly; the infinite. goodneſs of 
ht Cod, who, without any manner of merit on our 
e-' Wl fides (for what could we merit in that wretched 
ut condition?) has given us his own Son to be our 
Saviour; to deliver us from all our miſeries; 
as to reſcue us from ſatan, ſin, and hell; ; and to 
vel "ing. us _— „ grace, and eternal falvation. 

3 8 „ 5 "LO: 
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O nt cul ab do more to teſtify his infaite 


love ? what has not the Son of God done; what 
has he not ſuffered for the love of us? from the 


firſt moment of his conception in the womb of 
the- Virgin, till his ſhedding the laſt drop of his 
blood, and expiring upon the croſs, he has been: 


employed in ſceking our eternal welfare and in 
loving us. O what return ſhall we make for this. 


love! 


Conſider thirdly, wbat God has given us in giving ö 
us his Son: what goods he brings along with him 
to enrich us. He comes to be our Redeemer, our 


Teacher, our Pattern, our Repairer; the Father 
of our ſouls; our Prother; our Spouſe, and ever- 
faithful Lover; our High Prieſt, and our Sacrifice; 


cur F riend and Phyſician ; our Advocate and Me. 


5 | diator; our Food, our Light, our univerſal Good; 


the Way, the Truth and the Life of our ſouls. O- 


what immenſe treaſures he brings with him | and 
all theſe he defires to impart to us. And ſhall not 


ö 4 . ve, my ſoul, embrace this infinite goodneſs ? and 


having all things in our Jeſus deſire nothing out of 
him ? He from the firſt moment of his incarnation 
was wholly ours : Let us from this moment at leaſt 
be wholly his. 

_ © Conclude, fince by the benefit of your redemp. 
tion, Chriſt has ranſomed you from your ſlavery, 
and purchaſed you for himſelf, to behave hence- 
forward worthily of ſo great a Redeemer. The 


world, the fleſh and the devil have no title to- 


vou. Give yourſelves to him, who has bought 
you 3 price of his o. blood. Pater. Aue. 
© MEDLE 


(20 


MEDITATION . 
On our bein g dedicated to Cod i in ue. 


ON SIDER firſt, O chriſtian ſoul, how' | 
happily, and holily, thou waſt dedicated 
and otiſocrated to God at thy baptiſm. There 


thou waſt waſhed from fin, by virtue of the pre- 


cious blood of Chriſt; and cleanſed by the lauen 
of water, in the word of life. There thou waſt 
regenerated, by a new birth in. Chriſt ; engrafted 


in him; and made the adopted child of God. 
There thou waſt conſecrated to be the temple 


of the Deity. There the Spirit of God took poſ- I 
ſeſſion of thee : adorned thee, and enriched thee 
with all his heavenly gifts and graces. ' There 


thou waſt made a queen, a ſiſter and companion 


for Angels; and receivedſt an indiſputable right 


and title to a never ending kingdom, with the 4 
true and living God.. O chriſtians, be mindful of 
this dignity, to which you have been advanced, 


by your baptiſm. Jou are, ſays St. Peter, (1 Pes. 
ii. 9.) @ choſen generation, a kingly priefihood, a \ 
holy nation, a purchaſed people. See then you never 
degenerate; nor forfeit all this glory, and all your, 
happineſs for time and eternity, by wilful ſin. 


Conſider, ſecondly, the covenant you made 
with God in baptiſm ; in conſequence of which 


God received you then into the number of his chil- 


dren, and gave you a title to heaven. Vou en- 
tered then into articles with him ; by which you + 
183 | 8 
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in order to inherit everlaſting life. 


| cence! O how miſerable are they 


promiſed e ever to adhere t to him; by 1 frm and” 
conſtant faith of all his revealed truths ; a ſtrict 
obedience to all his commandments ; and a per- 
petual renunciation of the dewil,. and of all his 


d evorks of darkneſs, and worldly fomps. Has your 
life been agreeable to theſe articles? Have you 


kept this covenant ! Have you been true to your 
allegiance ? Have you obſerved your ſolemn + 
vows ? Ah! how few can lay their hands upon 


their hearts, and ſay they have not broken theſe 


articles : And yet their all depends . _ 
obſerving of them. 
Conſider thirdly, that in your baptiſm you 


vas cloathed with the robe of i innocence ; with 


a ftri& injunction to preſerve it, and to carry it 
unſtained to the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt : In 


token of which a white garment was put upon 
you by the miniſter of God, with theſe words: 


Receive this white garment, which thou ſhalt carr 
cui bout ſpot or flain before the tribunal of Chris, 
O how happy. 
are thoſe ſouls that preſerve this robe of inno- 
that loſe it; 
that caſt it away; that exchange it for the filth 


of fin! And as for thee, my ſoul, what is be- 
come of the white garment thou haſt received? 


O how ſhalt thou dare to appear without it, 


before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ? 


Conclude to live up, for the time to come, to 


' the dignity of a Chriſtian ; and to your baptiſmal 
_ engagements: and to repair all paſt ine, 
by a penitential life, 


Pater. Ave. 
| M E D T- 
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M DTA TIM 
On the evil of falling from God by Jin. 


NONSIDER firſt, that of all ni that 

can befall the ſoul on this ſide of hell, 
there is none comparable to the evil of — 
from God by wilful fin. A dreadful and moſt diſm 
evil indeed, to fall from the ſupreme and infinite” 
good, into the very bottomleſs pit of wretched- 
neſs and miſery, O ! call to mind, dear chriſtians, 
out of your former meditations, that God is your 
firſt beginning, and your laſt end; by whom, 
and for whom you were created: that all your, 


good and all your happineſs i is to be found i . 


him: O ! remember that the Son of God has 
purchaſed all that is good for you, with his own. 
moſt precious blood ; and that he has made all. 
over to you; Remember that you were dedicated. 
to God in your baptiſm :' that your ſouls. were 
made children of the eternal Father, ſpouſes of 
the eternal Son, temples of the eternal Spirit, 
and heireſſes to an eternal kingdom. But alas 1 
in the moment you conſent to mortal ſin, all i is 
loſt: you fall from your firſt beginning and your 
laſt end: you turn your back upon your univerſal 
good: you fosfeit the grace and ſalvation pur- 
chaſed. for you by Jeſus Chriſt : you loſe all the 
glorious titles and, prerogatives you received in 
baptiſm; you become from that time forward 
moſt vile and IG molt wretched and; 
| miſerable, 
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hebt moſt duty and en bie ; dend to 
So, ſlaves to the devil, poſſeſſed by him; and 
victims of hell. O dread and fly, hate and 
_ deteſt ſo great an evil. | | 
Conſider, ſecondly, the extravagance, the folly, 
8 and madneſs of that ſoul, which in this manner 

falls from God: Alas ! ſhe exchanges God for the 
devil, grace for ſin, heaven for hell; all her good 
at preſent, and a happy eternity hereafter for a. 
_ tranſitory toy, a brutiſh paſſion, an irkſome fla- 
very, a ſhadow, a bubble, a mere nothing. 0 
unhappy. ſinner, open thy eyes, and ſee, the 
wretched. bargain thou haſt made ! See © how 
ſtrangely thou haſt been deluded ; to part with thy 
God, and all thy good, for a thing ſo baſe, ſo 
vile, ſo empty, "uf flby, ſo ſhort, ſo fooliſh, and 


1 miſerable; and accompanied with ſo much re- 
morſe, with ſo much danger, and with ſo much 


falſhood and deceit. O poor ſoul, reflect for once, 
what thou haſt been, and what thou now art. 
Thou waſt a child of God: thou art now a ſlave 
of ſatan. Thou waſt a favourite of heaven; thou 
art now an enemy. Thou waſt the temple of 
the Deity; thou art now poſſeſſed by the deyil. 
Thou waſt moſt beautiful, like an Angel: thou 
art now ugly and abominable, like one of the 
infernal ſpirits. Heaven was thine, God himſelf 
was thine : thou ſtandeſt now condemned to hell; 

there is but a hair's breadth betwixt thee and 
a miſerable eternity. Ah ! lament, weep, and 
mourn to ſee this unhappy change: bewail thy 
paſt r _ Ah in making ſo wretehed a 
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bargaln: : and * no pains, to rectify it out of 
* by a ſpeedy and effectual return to Gd. 

der thirdly, che ingratitude, the perfidi- 


1 the groſs injury and contempt, the hig 


treaſon againſt the divine Majeſty; which the 
ſoul is guilty of, when ſhe falls from God into 
ger fin, She is wngratefu/,” beyond all that can 

be - expreſſed, by making ſo wretched à return 


to him that gave her her 1 very being; to him that 
loved her from all eternity : that employed his 
whole life upon earth in ſeeking her ſalvation, _ 
and died upon the croſs' for the love of her. 


She is perfidious by breaking her baptiſmal vows. |} 
She offers an unparalleled ijury to God in turn- 
ing her back upon him, and in preferring ſin and 


ſatan, and every empty toy before him. Her 


contempt of his divine Majeſty is manifeſted by 3 
her defiling his temple, driving him thence, to 
make room for the devil, and violating his eter- 


nal law: And her 3g treaſon appears in her 


unnatural rebellion againſt that great king, her 
fighting under the ſtandard of the devil, and 


crucifying the Son of God. O what a dreadful 4 


complication of all the worſt of W is found 1 in 
every mortal ſin. 5 


Conclude thou, my ſoul, to repent, and con- 


feſs all thy paſt guilt in this kind: and fully tio 
determine, come what will come, never more 160 
incur ſo great an evil for the future. 8 


Pater. Ave. 55 
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Mt DIT re VI. 
o. the beinous e of mortal A. % 


YONSIDER what a monſter mortal anl. 

Its malice is infinite; in as much as it is 

. nfiairely oppoſite to God, who is infffitely good. 
As none but God himſeif can fully comprehend 
his own infinite goodneſs, ſo none but God hini- 

ſelf can perfectly comprehend the infinite enor. 

mity that is found in this oppoſite evil. And 

as God eſſentially loves himſelf with an infi ite 

love and cannot ceaſe to love himſelf: ſe be 

eſſentially hates mortal ſin with an infinite hatred; 
and cannot ceaſe to hate it, wherever he ſees tt. 
It is à monſter more hideous: than chell, more 

filthy and abominable than the devil: ſeeing it 

was the parent both of hell and theideviE: För 
hell was made for mortal ſin: and the devil way 
an angel, till he was transformed into a devil hy 
mortal ſin. O dreadful poiſon, that: cauld thus 
in an inſtant change Angels into devils! 0 
dreadful ſtain that can nouriſh an eternal fre 
And how has my God borne with me ſo'lofg 
under ſo many mortal ſins? How ſhall I preſume 
to lift up my eyes to heaven after ſo muck guilt! 
2. Conſider the enormity of mortal ſin fren 
the judgments God has exerciſed of old; doe: 

now-daily, and will to all eternity exerciſe upon 

thoſe that are guilty of it. Witneſs the irrevo- 

cable condemnation of —— of Angels for 
G ON 4 
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one ſin in thought : : witneſs the dreadful" conſe.” 
quences, both in time“ and eternity, of the fin 
of our firſt parents: witneſs the ſweeping away 


at once all mankind, for ſin, by the waters of 


the deluge: Witneſt ihe fire and brimſtone rained 
down upon Sodom and the neighbouring cities ; - 
and innumerable other particular Judgments in- 
flited ' on account of ſin; ſuch as plagues, fa - 
mines, wars, fires, earthquakes, ſudden and un- 
provided deaths, &c. witneſs the eternal flames, 
and never-dying worm of hell, to which a juſt 
God, who can puniſh no one beyond what he 
has deſerved, daily condemns thouſands for mortal 
ſin. O dreadful evil which provokes a God, 
whoſe very nature is goodneſs and mercy, to 
this eternal indignation! No wonder then that 
ſin, in the very moment it is commirged; maker 
ſuch a diſmal · havock in the ſoul: robs it of all 
its treaſures; of all the merit of its paſt good 
works; of all true peace, joy, and comfort; 
deprives it of its true life, which is its God; 
betrays and delivers it up to ſatan, and expoſes 


it every moment to the evident danger of Aa 


ſecond and eternal death. Ah! my ſoul, how | | 
often has this been thy caſe? Is it not thy caſe 


at preſent? O make haſte while thou haſt time, ; 


to turn to him; and ſue for his mercy, with an 
humble and contrite heart, who alone can de- 
liver thee from all thy ſins, and "OY the dreadfal 
conſequences of them. 


3. Conſider, that nothing in more — 


the enormity of fin, and the hatred God bears + | 


ES, | „ 


# 4 
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60 it, than the e of what the Son of 
God himſelf ſuffered for our ſins; and that the * 
Juſtice of Ged would not admit of any lower 
price for our redemption, or-any leſs atonement 
for our guilt, than the laſt drop of the blood of 
his on Son. Contemplate, my ſoul, this in- 
necent lamb of Cod, agonizing in the garden, 
under the load of thy ſins, and. bewailing them, 
wich . tears of blood, guſhing out from all his 
body; ſee him berrayed, apprehended, bound , 
condemned, buffeted, ſpit upon, rent and torn 
with whips and ſcourges; crowned with ſharp. | 
thorns, loaded with a rough and heavy. croſo, 


and nailed to it for thy ſins: See him bleeding, 
expiring, and dying for thy ſins. And 1 a 
trom hence how. heinous thy fins are in the ſight, N 
of God; which were not to be expiated but . 
with ſo many ſufferings, and ſo much blood of 8 

his own beloved Son: though, every ſuffering of % 

his, and every drop of his blood was of infinite 05 
value, by reaſon of the infinite dignity of his te 
perſon. Surely hell itſelf, with all its dreadful I; 
and everlaſting torments, does not half ſo much $ 
declare the hatred God bears to ſin, as the ſight G 

of- a God crucified for the expiation of ſin. if 
Conclude utterly to renounce, and abhor all be 
mortal fin for the time to come, more than hell rel 


itielf; to fly all the approaches of it, and the 


dar gerous company, and other e ee that 3 
may expoſe thee to it: and as for thy paſt guilt, age 
to go every day of thy life, in ſpirit, to the feet thy 


of Cbriſt, with Magdalen, there to bewail, and Wl 3h 
| cenfes 5 
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confeſs all thy treaſons and abominationss: and 5 


to beg to be cleanſed from them all with > 9 4 


PROM Woof, Nen. Hoe. 


MEDITATION vit. 
1 On the multitude of our . 


ONSIDER, O my ſoul, how long I I 


is ſince thou waſt firſt ſo miſerable as to 
fall from God by ſin; and how muck thy fins 
have been multiplied ſince that unhappy hour. 2 
Alas! didſt thou not, at thy firſt coming to the I 
uſe of reaſon, forſeit thy baptiſmal innocence 35 
and fall a prey to that helliſh monſter? It was 


thy indiſpenſable duty, in conſequence of thy 
creation, redemption, and baptiſmal engagements, | 


as ſoon as thou waſt capable of knowing God, 


to turn towards him, as thy firſt beginning 5 8 


thy laſt end; and to dedicate thyſelf eternally 
to his love and ſervice. 
like Lucifer and his 'companions, from the firlt 


dawning” of thy reaſon, turn thy back upon thy 


God, and prefer thy own irrregular inclinations, 25 
and every toy before him? And what was this 
but joining with the angels that fall, in thei? 
rebellion againſt God? 


2. Conſider, how after ſo wink. a 2 bs 


ning, thou haſt gone on, daily adding ſin to fin, | 
againſt God, againſt thy neighbour , res 2 


thyſelf ; by work, by word, or by deſire: 


that not one day, no not one hour, has be 72 
76-0 EE without 


But didft not thou rather, | 


„ 
b without frequently offending God, by - commil. 


= Fon, or omiſſion. Is it not true, my ſoul, that 


> F, * 
3 2 
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even from thy childhood, thou waſt given to lies, 
paſſion, and impurity ? Is -it not true that even 


then thy thoughts went continually aſtray from 


God after fooleries and vanities ; that thy prayers 
were without attention; thy confeſſions without 
fincerity, repentance or amendment; and thy 
.whole; life and converſation without God, or any 
real good. And didſt thou grow any better as 


thou greweſt older? Or didſt thou not rather 
multiply thy ſins; and daily more and more 


corrupt, violate, and defile all thy powers and 


faculties, and all thy ſenſes and members with 
repeated offences and treaſons: and ungratefully 
pervert and abuſe all che Lifts of God againſt 


the giver. O] paſs over in thy mind (but let 


tit be in the bitterneſs of thy foul) all thy years: 
and lament and ſee that thy fins exceed in num- 


ber the hairs of thy head, yea the ſands of the 
ſea :' beſides an infinite multude of hidden . fins 
and ignorances | which are removed out of thy 
ſight. O! make haſte, now at leaſt in this 
time of mercy, to run and waſh thyſelf clean 
from all thy. filth in the fountains of the wounds 


of thy Saviour. 


3- Confider (in er to know ries the 
boundleſs number of thy fins) how little thou 
haſt complied, in any part of life, with the great 
duty of loving God with thy whole heart, of 
dedicating thy hours to his ſervice, and directing, 


5 by 4 a pus intention, all thy thoughts, words, and 


action 
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actions to him: How little reſtraint thou haſt. put 


upon thy natural inclinations, too too ſtrongly 


bent on evil; how little guard upon thy roving | 


thoughts; how little attention not to | offend ' in 
words; or give occaſion to fin in others. 
alſo how much of thy precious time thou haſt 
ſquandered away: how many graces thou haſt 
received in vain ; 


ceived: . how thou haſt diſcharged thyſelf of the 


dutics of thy ſtate, of thy ſtewardſhip. with" regard #4 
And ſee what 
armies of ſins will preſently riſe up before thy face 


to thy . wofldly ſubſtance, &c. 


Reflea *M 


how little thou haſt correſpo ad-. 2 | 
ed with divine inſpirations : what uſe thou bag 
made of the talents, with which thou haſt been 
intruſted, and of the ſacraments thou halt re- 


and ſtand againſt thee, Beſides that ingratitude 1 


for all God's benefits, which thou haſt been daily 
guilty of; and which is an aggr , circum- 


ſtance of all the reſt of thy fins,” And how wilt 


thou dare, after ſa much guilt, once to lift up 


thy eyes to heaven; or ſo. much as to name the 
holy name of . which chou haſt fo _ 


profaned 7 


Corel like DIY penitent Thais, to 63 "0, 


— 


always before thy eyes the multitude and enor-. 


mity of thy ſins, and like her to be ever _ 


for mercy. with a contrite and humble heart, 
Pater. Ave. 


MEDI 


(18) 


MEDITATION. var. 


On the poodueſs of God in woaiting for 


Anners, and inviting them 1 to return 10 
im. 


ONSIDER the ts * God's 
| goodneſs in his dealings with finners, 
See with what patience he bears with them, and 


that very often, for a long time; notwithſtand- 


ing their repeated provocations, their continual 
abuſe of all his bounty and «mercy, and that 


Infinite hatred which he always bears to mortal 


fin, wherever he ſees it. O, my ſoul, how much 


art thou indebted to this patience of thy God; 


in bearing with thee, all theſe years paſt, ever 
fitice thy. firſt fall into ſin! Alas! haſt thou not 
all this time been playing upon the brink of that 
dreadful precipice, which conducts to the bottom - 
leſs pit? haſt thou not been all this while within 
a hair s breadth of a miſerable eternity? Is it 
not true that every night thou haſt gone to bed, 
thou didſt not know but that before the morning 
thou mighteſt find thyſelf in hell? Millions have 


fallen into that diſmal dungeon of endleſs wo, 


whilit thy God hath ſpared thee : millions are 
burning in thoſe unquenchable flames for - fewer 


| fins than thou haſt committed. O! bleſſed be 
the infinite goodneſs of my God to all eternity; 
and may all his Ange and Saints praiſe and 


glorify. 


„ 2 I 
glorify bim for erer; for having endured me ſo - 
long 3 for having preſerved me, and continually | 
watched over me; or elſe my foul had long ſines 
dwelt in hell. | 

2. Conſider the many ways by which God 
ſecks to reclaim finners, and to call them home 
to him. Reflect on | the remorſes and inward 


reproaches' of conſcience with which he viſits - | 


them; the terrors of his judgments, and the 
allurements. of his mercies, which he - ſets before 
them. See how he is. continually calling upon 
them by his word, by his preachers, by good. 


| books, good examples, and wholeſome admoni- 


tions; and by a number of interior invitations -and 
graces. Has he not dealt thus with thee, my ſoul; | 
all this time thou haſt been going aſtray from TY 
him? And what is the meaning of all this good- 
neſs of thy God to ſuch an undeſerving, ungrate- 
ful and obſtinate rebel? Why, it is nothing elſe 
but his own pure mercy and love, in conſideration 
of the blood of his Son. And ſhall not all this 
love ſoften thy heart, and oblige thee now at leaſt 
to reſolve in good earneſt to return to him; leſt 
otherwiſe mercy ſo long abuſed give place to 
juſtice: and the land, which has been ſo often 
watered with rain from heaven, and ſtill continues 
to bring forth nothing but thorns and briars, ſhould 
fall at length under a dreadful curſe, — 95 con- 
demned to the fire? Heb. vi. 


3. Conſider what encouragement God gives 


to ſinners, to return to him. As I live, ſaith tbe 


Lord, I defire not the death of a 8 b Land that 
8 4 ** be 


[ . 
= he may be converted from hit ways, and may live. 
O wwhy will you die, O houſe of Iſrael. Ezech. xxxiii. 
Hy i Return to me and live. Chap. xviti Thou haſt gone 
| I aftray after many lovers, but return to me, and J 
1 


| will receive thee. Jeremias iii. See with what 
50 love the good ſhepherd in the goſpel goes after 
wmhke loſt ſheep ; and with what joy he lays it upon 
bo his ſhoulders, and brings it home to the fold. 
9 F See how the father runs out to meet the prodigal 
child, when he returns home from the hiiſks 
of the ſwine; ſee how he embraces him, cloaths 
1 him with the beſt robe, and makes a feaſt for 
| him. Luke xv. Reflect how the Son of God, 
when here upon earth, treated the penitent 
Magdalen, the thief upon the croſs, and all 
other ſinners that had recourſe to his mercy: 
And how he has declared that there is more joy 
in heaven over one penitent ſinner, than over 
ninety nine juſt. O my ſoul, let us have 
recourſe to this mercy : let us return te ſo good 
N a Father, to ſo loving a Saviour: and let all 
I heaven rejoice in our converſion. | | 
Conclude to abuſe no longer the mercies of 
LA God, by continuing in fin; but to return to him 
N now, and never to depart from him any more. 
1 Hau. Ave. 44 
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either penance or hell-fire, For the Son of Ged. 


(ar). 


MEDITATION *. 


2 


0 the virtue of Penance. . 
\ONSIDER, chat zones in FEY a 


as it is a virtue by which the ſoul tas 


Ping ſin to God, is and always was abſolutely 


neceſſary for - every one that is unhappily fallen 


from God by actual ſin; ſo that without it no 

ſach ſinner ever did, ever could, or ever {hall 
find. mercy with God. Aut pænitendim aut ar- 
dendum. One of the two the ſinner muſt  chobſe, 


himſelf has aſſured us, that 'wwizhout "penance ses 
Hall all periſb. Luke iii. 3, 5. Hence it was by 

preaching of penance, and of the bringing fers 
wort by fruits of penance, that St. John Baptiſt 
prepared the people for Chriſt, Matt. iii and 
. our Lord himſelf opened his miſſion by the fame 
theme, Matt. iv. Fhis was the great ſubject of 
the preaching of the prophets, in the old teſta- 


ment; of the apoſtles in the new; and of all 
others, whom God has at any time ſent to 


preach to. his people; their commiſſion ever ws 


to invite, to call, to preſs ſinners to turn from 
their evil ways to God, by a ſincere converſion 
and penance. Now this is the great buſineſs of 
this preſent jubilee: this converſion and a . 
is the very foundation, that muſt be laid, 
order to receiye the benefit of it. O0 — 
ſoul, do not thou neglect this ſolemn call: Let 
not this . occaſion be loſt to thees 
N. | 


if: 22) N 
15 | Receive not this great grace in ain: It may be 
1 - the laſt of this Tatpre that God will ever Euer 
x with 
2. Conſider, that as in mortal fin there are favs 
great evil, viz. the turning away. from a God 
_ | infinitely good, the very fountain of goodneſs and 
life; and the embracing in his ſtead that infernal 
monſter ſin; by the allurement of ſome falſe 
| "appearance of worldly honour; intereſt or pleaſure; 
ſo in the virtue of penance there Are two principal 
Ingredients, viz. the turning away from fin with 
bheorror, deteſtation and ſorrow, for having offended 
a2 God, infinitely good in himſelf, and infinitely 
| good to us; and returning back to God, with a 
thorough change of heart, a ſincere reſolution of 
'a new life, and a full determination of dedicating 
the years that remain of life to obedience, ſervice 
and love. O happy penance! O bleſſed virtue, 
that makeſt ſo wonderful a change in the ſoul; 
that driveſt away from us the devil and ſin: and 
bringeſt us back to God! 0 my ſoul, embrace 
this lovely virtue. 
1 5 3. Conſider that another neceſſary ingredient of 
RG the virtue of penance, in order to reconcile ſuch | 
mr finners to God as have unhappily loſt, by mortal 
mL fn, the grace they received at the font, is a {incere | 
15 and effectual reſolution of making ſatisfaction to 
ml divine juſtice; by puniſhing their finful fleſh, and 
WE  revenging the cauſe of God upon their guilty ſelyes; 
and by that means applying ts their ſouls the {a- 
tis faction of Chriſt. - Hence we read ſo often in 
mn the Soyo,” of turning 1% God with faſting, 
1 | as SOT 


5 0 23 5 . 
ow; and mourning; of doing penance in ſack- | 
cloth and aſhes, and the like. Hence the ancient 
penitents ſo often went through ſeven, ten or fifteen © 
years of rigorous penances for one mortal fin. _ 
Hence ſo many religions men and. women, and 
other true penitents to this day, addict themſelves, . 
during life, to a variety of penitential exereiſes, 
in ſatisfaction for their ſins. , For this deſire of + 
, ſuisfying divine juſtice, by pariſhing the ſinner, 
is inſeparable from that hatred and deteſtation of 
ſin, which is the very ſoul of the virtue of Remane. 
O my ſoul, what penance haſt thou done ſor thß 
manifold erimes? Haſt thou ever yet fend, ha 
ſhewed the ſincerity, of thy repentance and con- 
verſion by bringing forth worthy fruits. of penance. * 
O take heed, leſt if thou forget this indiſpenſable 
duty of a penitent, thou find one day that thou 
haſt deceived thyſelf, and that all thy * ws All, 
upon thee. _ Ru 
Conclude 70 flee from the mk to come SF rune ; 
ning no to the virtue of penance, and to embrace . 
henceforward a penitential life: to go daily in 
ſpirit to the feet of Chriſt, with Magdalen i and 
there to bewail thy fins: to offer him every day 
thy heart and ſoul, to be for ever his; and not to i 
let a day paſs without offering him ſome peni- | 
tential ſa'i faction for thy paſt offences, Rs. 
Pater. Ave. ; 1 


(a) 
MEDITATION x. 


o the ſacrament of Penance. 


oNs! DER his belides che virtue gl 
| penance, the ſinner that has loſt his bap - 
3 muſt have recourſe alſo to the ſacra- 
ment of penance, as to a plank after ſhipwreck; | 
which is no leſs neceſſary after mortal ſin, for- 
delivering the ſoul from the ſecond death, than 
baptiſm itſelf is for thoſe that have not yet been 
regenerated by water and the Holy Ghoſt. This 
ſacrament, beſides the virtue of penance, which 
it - includes, . or preſuppoſes, implies + moreover the 
ſinner's confeſſion, and the prieft's abſolution, 
pronounced by virtue of a commiſſion from him 
to whom all power is given in heaven and earib e 
and who has been pleaſed to impart this power to 


bus diſciples and their lawful ſucceſſors: to whom } 
Wd he has ſaid, St Fohn xx. As my Father ſent me even" a 
WE fo 1 ſend you, © Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt * wvboje fin a 
wen Hall forgive, they are forgiven to Paths ; and. 
ese fins you Hall retain, they are retained. c 
== Bleſs thy Lord, my ſoul, who has been pleaſed 8 
1 to leave in his church this ſacrament of recon- a 
1 Wh ciliation z this wholeſome medicine fot all thy K 
10 diſeaſes; this ſalve, made up with the precious + 
1 * blood of Chriſt, to heal all thy wounds; this 5 
dLLZſovereign reſtorative of liſe. Reſolve to have " 
proper recourſe to it at this time of mercy, 8 


„Condder, that if thou defireſt to partake 
of the grace of the ſacrament of penance, in the 
«2 n 


„ 
_ — Ho thou mult take eare to be 
duly - prepared for this ſacrament; by fervent 


into the true ſtate of thy conſcience; and above 
all by a hearty coptrition and forrow for thy fins ; 
Joined wich a firm reſolution of a new life: This 
is what thou muſt labour to. procure as well by 
fervent and repeated prayers, as by meditations 
upon the moſt moving truths: even ſuch as. may 
effectually excite in thee both the fear and love 
of God. Without this care in preparation, and 


thy fins; thou wilt be in danger af adding to the 
number of them the guilt of a moſt grievous: facri>, 7 
lege, by the abuſe of ſo great a ſacrament. O my 
God, ſuffer me not to be 16. unhappy. - O: forgive 
me the many . 4. have incurred. ſo heinous a — 
gult, 
3. Conſider, O my foul, whe thy is 
have hitherto been; what Preparation haſt thou 
made for them? what contrition haſt thou carried 
with thee to this tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt ? Has 
thy heart been -ever truly changed ?. Has any 
remarkable amendment of Jife followed thy con- 
teſſions? Haſt thou been fincere in accuſing thy 


upon thee to conceal or diſguiſe them? Has not 
pride or ſelf-· love impoſed upon thee fo. far: a8 to 
make thee ingenious in deceiving thyſelf, and 
perſuading thyſelf that thoſe things were not ſing, 
or but venial, which thou waſt either aſhamed 
to confeſs, or unwilling to leave? And will this 
|» Bo '. falls. 


/ 


prayer, by a ſerious and diligent examination 


contrition, inſtead of obtaining the forgiveneſs of 


ſelf of thy ſins? Has not fear or ſhame prevailed : ö 


(6) 


WY conſcience and its ground when death ſhall 
Kare thee in the face? will it endure the tribunal 
of an all · ſeeing Judge? Conſider alſo whether 
thy confeſſions have been accompanied with the 
reſtitution of ill - gotten goods; ſatisfaction for in- 
juries; reconciliation with thy enemies; putting 
away from thee the immediate occaſions of thy 
ius; ſuch as bad company, dangerous familiarities, 
mm converſation with ſuch perſons as allare thee to evil, 
55 lewd or profane books, indulging an idle life? & c. 
Or haſt thou ever ſeriouſly thought of the obliga- 
tion of theſe things? And yet without a ſerious 
determination to comply out of hand with all theſe 
duties, thy confeſſions were good for nothing ; thy 
abſolutions were null and facrilegious. | 
Conclude now at leaſt to rectify all that has been 
amiſs: and to prepare thyſelf to make ſuch a con- 
feſſion now as thou. wouldſt be glad to make if thou 
wert ſure to appear on the ſame day before the 
Judgment-ſeat 'of Chriſt. And if, upon adviſing 
with thy director, thou find that there is no de- 
pendance to be made upon thy paſt performances, 
reſolve upon a good general confeſſion, to clear up. 
thy accounts once for 955 Pater. Aue. 


MEDITATION Xl. 
07 * evil of the delay of repentance. 


Db ONSI DE R the dreadful danger the 
1 finner is expoſed to, all the time be fe- 


mains under the win of mortal fin: Alas the 
5 loo 


(27). 


_ {word of the divine Juſtice, which is infinitely WW 
cog provoked by impenitence, is every moment hanging 


\ 


over his head, and juft ready to fall upon him: the 
dhe judgments of God threaten him on all ſides: hell 
below opens wide her jaws to devour him: the 
my devil waits but for the beck of the great Maſter” . 
thy of life and death to deſtroy him, and carry him 


ja away: and all this while he is hanging over a 
evil, bottomleſs pit of unquenchable fire, ſupported. only 


made his enemy, and who has an infinite hatred 


thele I for his fins. Ah! my foul, is not this thy caſe at 
| thy preſent ? O open thy eyes, and ſee the dangers that 


ſurround thee ; and make haſte to return to God 


been whilſt thou haſt time; or very quickly there will 
co be no time for thee. Give ear to the admonition 


thou of the Spirit of God by the mouth of the wiſe man 


e the (Ecclefrafticus v. 8, 9.) Delay not io be converted to : 


viſing the Lord, and defer it not from day to day: for 


been ſo with millions ? Yea thouſands of millions 
are now burning in hell, who no more deſigned to 
o thither than thou doſt at preſent ; but by putting 


od to cut them off in their fins; and to.caſt them 
nto that diſmal pit, are the avorm newer dies, 
and the fire is never Peri get „ 


* « s 


3 . 


ft their repentance and converſion, they provoked 


f 2 future converſion. Alas! the time to come | 


by a flender thread of a brittle uncertain life 
lien. which is in the hands of that God, whom he has 


is wrath will come on a ſudden; and in the tine 
ance, BF vengeance he will defiroy thee. Alas! has it not 


we. - 5 not at our iſpetal; we cannot promiſe ourſelves 
done hour of it. And God (who alone is the 
| Maſter of it) ſo far from promiſing time to ſuch 
as defer their repentance, has often declared to 
'  finners that he will not give them the time they 
bl | promiſe themſelves; but will come upon them [ke 
Wit 4 thief in the night, when they leaſt expect him. 
Much lefs can they flatter themſelves that thoſe 
 prefng calls and graces which they have ſo long 
| deſpiſed, and caſt behind their back, will be always 
at their command; when by their obſtinacy and 
impenitence they have hardened their hearts againk 
them; and removed God at a diſtance from them. 
O ſmners, give ear for once to the wiſdom of God. 
Proverbs i. O children, how long will you love 
chilaiſbneſi, Sc. Breauſe I have called, and you 
laue refuſed-to hear. I have ſirete bed out my 
hand, and you would not regard me. You bau- 
deſpi ſid all my counſels, and neglicted my repreben- 
fans. Therefore awwill Jalſo laugh at your defiruftion, 
and will mock awhen that which you feared ſhall 
come upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me, and 
1 will not hear, &c. Give ear to the prophet 
1/niat, Chap. lv. 6, Seek the Lord while he may be fo 
viand : call upon him while he is near. Behold now 0 
the acceptable time, behold now is the day of ſalvation 
2 Cor. vi. 2. O let us embrace this preſent time, Wl !e! 
this favourable opportunity; the laſt Perhaps that er. 
God will offer us. im 
3. Conſider the defperate folh and madneſs of Wl ſuc 
ſuch as defer their reconciliation with God to the by 


en of their Oe” * a formal 3 of putting a fin; 
cheat 


f . 


| "wy ; 
cheat upon divine Juſtice, by indulging themſelves 
in ſin all their life time, and then thinking of 


to wretches! who will find to their coſt that God is 
hey not to be mocked. Gal. vi. 6. The general rule is, 


like that-avhat a man ſoweth the ſame Hall he reap: . 
um. and as a man lives ſo ſhall he die. The death-bed 


repentance when they can ſin no longer. Unhappy _ 


noſe performances of habitual ſinners are very little to 1 


be relied upon at beſt; becauſe perſons at that 
time are very unfit for prayer, and incapable of 
attention to reading or © meditating on the great 
truths which may effectually turn their heart froin 


ſuch as with a premeditated deſign put off their 
converſion to the laſt; it is well if one in ten thous 
ſand of them meets even with the poor chance of 2 
death · bed repentance. © Such preſum ptuous ſinners, 

as we daily ſee, either die ſuddenly; or, are taken 
out of their ſenſes before they apprehend their 
danger: or flatter themſelves, or are flattered by 
thoſe about them, into a conceit that they are not 
dying, when they are: or (which i is the moſt com- 
mon of all) as they forget God in their life-time; 


O Lord, and thy judement is right, - 

Conclude not to defer even for one day (much 
leſs till death) thy reconciliation with Ged: For 
even that day may be thy laſt. Remember that 
impenitence is the high road to perdition: and that 


by a ſpeedy repentance, that it makes che poor 1 
fall eaſily * and again, till he contracts a 
5 habit; 


the affection of ſin to the love of God, But as for | 


forget themſelves at their death. O thou art Jafts- 5 


ſuch is the unhappy nature of fin, when not efface. 


* 


1 babit; out of which, too 600 cler he 1 never riſer 
| more. _ Pater. Ave. e 


, 1 


[MEDITATION xn. 


05 ihe vanity of all thoſe things that te 
ea be anner from returning to Cod. 


5 HorstDE R, how truly vain all thoſe 
things are which poor deluded worldlings 
prefer, before their God: mere bubbles, toys and 
trifles, falſe appearances, deceitful baits, - laid by 
the; enemy. to catch their ſouls; gilded pills that 
 Congeal 3 deadly poilon which turns their heads 
ang, lulls. them aſleep ; and makes them imagine, in 

| their dream, that they are great and rich, and 
wallowing in pleaſure. But it is but a deluding 
dream; which will ſhortly end: and then theſe 
airy ſhadows will all vaniſh, and leave both their 
hands and hearts empty. O ye children of men, 
howo lang will you be in love with vanity, how long 


2 { you run after mere hes and deceit. Reflect 

upon thoſe that are gone before you; upon thoſe ; 

that have enjoyed. the moſt that this world could b 

afford of honours, riches, and pleaſures: and tel a 
me what judgment you think they make of them , 
I - now: © they will cry out with Solomon ( Zccl:- i k 
. fiaſßes ii. 11.) that in all theſe things they found A 
nothing but wanity and wexation of ſpirit. They 0 

Vill loudly condemn. their own folly and madneß b. 

in ſetting their hearts upon ſuch ws, to the lok 17 


ef God and their. * | 
Ts Conſider 


— 


rech 


? 
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onfide! 


(2) 


2. e oih take a view of theſe worldly. 
idol, theſe honours, theſe riches, theſe pleaſures ; 
and ſee with what toil they are acquired; with 


what cares and fears they are poſſeſſed; how eafily 


they are loſt ; what evils, , what ſlavery they are 


often expoſed to; how ſhort, how uneonſtant they 


are; how falſe and deceitful ; how embittered with 
gall; how mean and unworthy the affections of 
a chriſtian; how far beneath the dignity of an 
immortal ſpirit, made for nothing leſs than God; 
and how uncapable of giving any ſolid content or. 
ſatisfaction to a heart, that can never reſt but in 
its Maker. O how wretchedly miſerable are all 
they who are ſlaves to things ſo baſe, ſo vile, ſo 
filthy, as thoſe are to which worldlings generally 


ſacrifice their all! how wretched is that life that is 
ning "after, | 

butterflies, in catching. at ſhadows! in ſquandering» 
away thoſe precious hours given to ſecure to the 


all ſpent in weaving cobwebs, in run 


ſoul a happy eternity, in dreſſing out, or pampering 
a carcaſe that muſt quickly be the food of wornis * + 
in impertinent amuſements, in idle and ſinful con- 

verſation, in hearkening to ſcandal; in ſotting im 


taverns or alehouſes, in loitering in coffee - houſes: 


in hanging over a pack of cards, in gazing at a ſet 
of mimicks, cooped up in a play - houſe, and ſuch 
like empty fooleries. Surely ſuch a life muſt be 
moſt irkſome and tedious, void of all true content, 
joy, peace or comfort here, and of all proſpedt of 
happineſs hereafter. | Bm 
3. Conſider how this folly and miſery of world | 

Ings is — by the prophet Jaias, chap. li! 

| where 


6 


is empty, . fooliſh, and nothing to the purpole ; 


F aſos (moſt poiſonous ſerpents) which if they eat 


paths are crooked: and there is no Judgment in their 


my foul, be thou more wife? - 


aw vanity, to truth. Pater, Ave. 


MEDITATION XII, 


00, e of Jerving God 


ONSIDER theſe words of the prophet 

( Tai, Bi.) ſay to the juſt man: It is well. 

| And Re on the many advantages which this 
- » ſhout 


. 


is he tells them, that they pur #heir truſt in that” 
which is a mere nothing; that they ſpeak vanities ;/ 
that is, that their whole diſcourſe and converſation 


that they conceive labour, and bring forth iniquity: 
That they are fitting day and night upon the eggs 


will bring preſent death; and if they hatch, will 
turn out ſerpents and deſtroy them. That all their 
works are but ſpending their bowels in weaving 
ſpiders webs, which can never cloth them; unpro- 
fitable wyorks, fit for nothing but to catch flies: that 
their thoughts and devices are all. vain and unpro- 
ſtable; and their ways lead to deſtruction: that 
they are ſtrangers to the ava of peace; that their 


eps; and that whoſoever treadeth in them knows 
 eth no peace. Ah! the wretched choice which blind 
mortals make, when they turn away from God, 
after cheating vanities, and lying madneſſes. O 


Conclude to deſpiſe the world and all its fool- 
eries ; and to turn now at leaſt with all thy heart 


mus. le eee 1 a . D 


(533) 


ſhort word aue compriſes and enſures to Ge las, 


both for time and eternity. Honour, riches, and 
pleaſure, are the things on which the world ſets the 


greateſt value: but they are not to be found where 1 


the world ſeeks them, but only in the ſervice of 


God. It is a greater honoar to be a ſervant. of I | 
| God, than to be the emperor of all the earth. | 


What then muſt it be to be his friend and favourite; 
to be his ſpouſe, to be his child, to be his temple? 
Can any worldly honours. be compared with theſe ? 
How glorious a dignity is it to be heir apparent 
to a heavenly and eternal kingdom: and in the 


| mean time during this mortaÞ pilgrimage to walls 
and converſe with God, to be as familiar as one Ml 


pleaſes with this great King, to go into his cloſet- 
when we will ; to have an aſſurance from him of a 


favourable audience, of obtaining all requeſts? c., 


How truly honourable to have one's name enrolle d 
in the book of life; one's character eſtabliſhed, - not 


in the village of this world (which nevertheleſs 
cannot help admiring and eſteeming true virtue) 
but in the great city of God, the heavenly Jeru-, | 
ſalem? O my ſoul, let ſuch honours as eng a 
the only objects of thy ambition. 

2. Conſider how rich the juſt man is: 00 42 
ways indeed in thoſe worldly poſſeſſions, whics © 
every accident may take aways and which can never 
ſatisfy the heart; but in treaſures infinitely more 
valuable, of virtue, grace, and merit, which all 
the money in the world is not ſufficient to purchaſe : 
and which make the ſoul rich for all eternity. 


But the fervanes of God Juve's-far ee coy I 
ſure 


. 
fure than this, viz. God himſelf; whom the whole 


world cannot take from them, as long as they take 


Wo care not to drive him away by wilful fin. He is 


their protector and their reward exceeding great. 
Gen. xv. He is always with them: He is a tender 


is ever upon them; his Angels encamp about them, 
to defend them, and deliver them from evil. In 
a word, God is alb things to them that fear and 
love him: ſo that even as to worldly goods, he 


O my ſoul, ſee thou ſeek no other treaſure but him: 
fear no loſs but the loſing of him. If thou haſt 
him, nothing can make thee miſerable : but with- 
put him nothing can make thee happy. 

3. Conſider the pleaſures that attend a virtuous 


= good conſcience ; the ſenſe that holy ſouls have of 
God's goodneſs and love for them; the experience 
they have of his ſweetneſs in their reeollection and 


the raviſhing delights they often find in God, as a 
certain foretaſte of the joys of Heaven: the com- 


Mort mortal pilgrimage: and, in fine, a bleſſed con- 
formity to the will of God, which ſweetens eyen 
their very croſſes. Such pleaſures as theſe are far 
beyond all that worldlings can pretend to; plea- 
ſures pure and ſpiritual, which have ſupported, and 
even given an inexpreſlible joy to the martym, 
under the worſt of their torments ; which - have 
—_— all the penitential aulterities, of other 
| . 


father to them; the eye of his ſpecial providence 


never forſakes thoſe that do not firſt forſake him. 


life: ſuch as the ſatisfaction, peace, and joy of a 


Prayer; the conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt ; and 


fortable proſpe& of a happy eternity after their 


r 
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(3s) 1 
ſaints; and made Wem think whole nights tos 

| ſhort when ſpent with God in prayer. O how great 

then is that error, how pernicious is that deceit, by 

which ſatan perſuades the children of this; world, 


indeed there is no true pleaſure any where elſe. _._ 
Conclude, ſince thy whole happineſs both for time 
and eternity depends entirely upon loving and ſerving 


5 God; to ſet out from this hour in queſt of this 
"0 happineſs, by walking i in that beautiful path of vir- 
Re tue, which alone can bring thee to it. . Pater, N 
im: 

haſt MEDITATION XIV. 

1th- 

5 On death. 

1013 eg 4 
df a oNSIDER this thy time here will be 
e of very ſhort. Ah! whoſoever thou art, 
ence thou moſt quickly be gone from hence into another - 
and region, a ſtrange and unknown land to thee: and 
and thou muſt leave thy worldly friends, thy honours, 


thy riches, and pleaſures all behind thee; and thy 
very body too to be laid under the ground, a prey. 
to worms and maggots. 'Then all will be over with 
thee, as to this world: the ſun will never more 


eyen- 
REF IR actions of the world; no man will fear thy diſ- 
plea- pleaſure, nor court thy favour : thy very beſt friends 


will quickly forget thee. O why then doſt thou 
not think of this? Why doſt thou live as if thou 
wert to be always here? Why doſt thou fooliſhly 
imagine that death, which | is daily carrying off ſo 


man 


that there are no pleaſures in a virtuous life: whereas  . 


riſe to thee : thou wilt have no ſhare in the tranſ- AY 


| 0 250 


many of thy -neig "is fill at a diſtance 
tom thee! O be 3 blind! but give ear to 
the repeated voices of the dead, calling to thee 
from their ſilent monuments: Remember what has 
befallen us; for in like manner it ſhall be with 
thee. 4 was our turn ae it Aw be ie 
to-day. | 
ks fee: hut thou : canſt die but once; ns 
Sr upon that one moment of death depends an 
eternity. If thou die well, it will be well with 'thee | 
for endleſs ages: but if thou die ill, thou mult. pak 
from death to a ſecond death, to the yery extremity 
of miſery, without end or remedy. O how hard 
it is to do that well, which we can do but once: 
and cannot try or practiſe befarchand ! O my ſoul, 
| fee then thou take care to ſtudy well this leſſon! 
O make it the great buſineſs of thy life to learn 
to die well! Remember there is no ſecurity againſt 
an evil death, but a good life. Every thing elle 
leaves thee expoſed to dreadful uncertainties, 
Eſpecially fince thou art quite in the dark, as to 
- the time, and manner, and all the circumflancy | 
of thy death; and knoweſt not whether thou ihalt 
not be ſnatched away, without any help at all, and 
when thou leaſt expecteſt it. 
© fs Conſider the ſeparation which 43 Few" 
between the ſoul and body: and how theſe two 
hitherto individual companions take now quite 
different ways. The body quickly, becomes. 3 
loathſome object. which its deareſt friends can 
ſcarce endure: and waich haſtens ſo. faſt to cor 
ruption, that * are ch within a few 4 


(9). 
to get it out of the houſe, and lay it deep * 
ground, that it may not infe& the air. And what 
company does it meet with there, but ſwarms of 


maggots and worms? O! remember, man, that 


thou art duſt, and into duſt thou Salt return. O 
reflect what will very quickly be the end of this 
fading beauty of the body which ſo often allures 
thee to fin! But which way does the ſoul take 
when ſhe leaves the body ? what company does ſhe 


preſently meet with in the region of ſpirits ? what | J 


horrors and terrors at the fight of the devils, and 
the violent attempts they then make upon her? 


what dreadful apprehenſions of the judgment and 
the ſentence that is immediately to paſs upon her? 


How gladly would ſhe then be rid of that viper's 


brood of her own fins z with which ſhe ſees her- : 
ſelf ſurrounded, and which cry aloud for juftice 
againſt her? O my ſoul, think well- on theſe 


— 


things whilſt thou haſt time: and prevent the 


diſmal conſequences of leaving them to be thought 
of when it thall be too late. 


Conclude to fet thy houſe in erder now by a 


ſerious examination of the ſtate of thy ſoul, and 
by rectifying all that has hitherto - been amiſs, by 
penance, and a new life. O! never venture to 


live one day in that ſtate in which thou any not 
dare to die! Pater. Ave. 


M E DIT A- 


* * * ih 5 
„„ rr 


bow wilt thou then deſpiſe all. worldly honours 


wr the brink of the grave, where the worms will 


D * 


MEDITATION XV. 


On the ſentiments of the ſoul at the ap- 
; proaches_of death. 


AONSIDER — a judgment 
die ſoul will make of all things, at the 
approaches of death, from that which the is apt 
to make in life: How the world will then turn 
upſide down before her eyes. Ah! my ſoul, 


and preferments, when thou ſhalt ſee thyſelf at 


make no diſtinftion between the king and the beg- 
gar! How little account wilt thou then make of 
the praiſe, eſteem, or love of men, who will now 4 
think no more of thee ! How wilt thou then under- 
value thy riches, when thou ſhalt ſee them flip- 
ping away from thee, and leaving thee nothing but 
a coffin and a ſhroud! How deſpicable will all 
_ worldly pleafures appear in thy eyes, which at 
the beſt could never give thee true ſatisfaction; tc 
and now ſhew what they are, and turn into ſmoke, 
- © let us make the ſame judgment now concerning 
all theſe things as we ſhall do then! let us weigh 
them all in theſe ſcales, and we ſhall not be 
cheated. For why ſhould we ſet our affections 
upon ſuch ſhort-lived ſlippery toys? why ſhould 
we admit of a love that cannot ſtand the teſt of 


#+ Conſider 


P's 


_ (3 A | 
2. Conſider, ol my ſoul, what will thes be 
thy ſentiments with regard to thy fins ; of which 


| thou haſt hitherto perhaps made but ſmall ac- Hy 


count. O how hideous, how) odious will they 
then appear to thee! how numerous, how enor- 
mous! O what anguiſh ! what remorſe! what | 
dread! what confuſion ! what deſpair, will invade 
a poor finner at that hour, when he ſhall ſee 
before his eyes ſuch armies of fins ſet in array 
againſt him, appearing all now. in their own ugly 


and monſtrous ſbapes, which. he had never re- 


marked before; and aſſaulting him with their 
united forces! Will he not then begin ſenſibly to 
feel the gripes of that never-dying worm, which 
is one of the worſt of the torments of hell? Will 
he not then lamentably ery out; A the forrows- 
F death have encompaſſed mne; and the perits of 
bell have found me. Pſalm cxiv. On the other 
hand, how beautiful then will the way of virtue 
appear in his eyes! O how will be wiſh to have 
followed that charming path! But alas! time is 
now no more: He is juſt now launching forth, 
with all his evils, into eternity, an immenſe ocean 
to whoſe further ſhore the poor ſailor can never 
reach; and which he has ſo much reaſon to fear 
will be to him an eternity of wo. O/ lem ſoul © 
die the death of the Juſt: and let my latter — 4e 
like to theirs, Numb. xxiii. a 

3. Conſider, what will then be the W 5 
Jof the foul with regard to the value of tine 
that precious time which is now fo prodigally 


quanderey amy. 8 how will ſhe then wiſh that 
E. 2 "32" NC” 
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the could bring back any part of the time paſt 


what would ſhe not give for one hour of it ? 
Verily a thoufand/ worlds, if ſhe were miſtreſs of 


them. But what will her ſentiments then be of 


the” value of grace? How bitcerly will ſhe regret 


the neglect of ſo many calls and invitations of her 


gracious God; the loſs of ſo many favourable 


opportunities; the abuſe of the ſacraments ; the 


miſemploying ſo many of God's s gifts and talents? 
Ah! how many great, but ungrateful truths, will 
then diſcover themſelves to the ſinner ; againſt 
which he had ſhut his eyes before! How will 
the falſe reaſonings of the world, the deluſions of 
his own paſſions, the ſubtleties of his ſelf. love, 


the affected ignorances of things he had no mind 


to know, and all the deceitful pretexts of a falſe 
conſcience, forſake the ſinner at the approaches of 


death; and leave him in the lurch, at the time of 
his greateſt diſtreſs ? 


Conclude to take up now thoſe ſentiments with 


relation to all theſe things, that will ſtand by thee 


at the hour of thy death. For why ſhouldſt thou 


any longer ſuffer thyſelf to be the dupe of the 
World, the fleſh, and the devil, and give into their 


impoſtures, to the eternal loſs of N immortal wart 
Pater. Ave. 


IT A- 


che bar? It may be thy caſe: 


Ca). 


MEDITATION, XVI. 
| On judgment. 


\ONSIDER, O my ſoul, that after "TY 

departure hence, thou wilt be cited to 
appear at the bar of divine juſtice ; ; there to give 
an account of thy whole life; there to be tried; 
in order to be doomed to life, 'or death eternal, By 
according to thy works, And haſt thou | ever | 
ſeriouſly thought of this great trial ; which is 


account, if this night thou ſhouldft be called to 
for the Cor of 
man will come, like a thief in the night, when 
leaſt expected. Take care then to be always ready. 
Ever remember that the eye of him, who is then 


to be thy judge, is now always upon thee, and 


that all thy thoughts, words and actions are daily 
ſet down in his great book, which will be * 4 
at thy trial. | 


2. Conſider all the cim of this judg- - 
ment : 
before: by what law thou art to be tried : who 
will be thy accuſer; who the witneſſes: what 
ſentence will be proncugced when the trial is 
over. The judge is a God from whom nothing 
can be hid: a God whom none can reſiſt: a 
God from whoſe jadgment none can appeal : a 
God of infinite purity, in vho/e fight the very - 

bea ven, are not clean ; a God of infinite ſanctity, 


74 98 Who 


to decide thy lot for eternity ? How ſtands thy 


what kind of judge thou art to appear 7 
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who hates iniquity with an infinite hatred : a 
God infinitely juſt, who has by an eternal decree 
fixed this juſt rule, that after giving us our day 
in this world for obtaining mercy, he will take 
his day in the next life to judge every man ac- 


The law by which we ſhall 


cording. to his works. . 


be tried will be the commandments of God, and 


the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: Our accaſers will be 


the devils, and the accomplices of our crimes: 


eſpecially ſuch as we have drawn into fin; the 
blood of whoſe ſouls will cry out for vengeance 
againſt us: The witneſſes will be our own guilty 
confciences : And the /entence will be an un- 
changeable, irrevocable, eternal doom either to 
heaven or hell. O my ſoul, ſee thou never forget 
theſe truths. Let thy whole life be a Prep 
for this great trial. 
3. Conſider what an account will be then de. 
manded of thy ſtewardſhip. Thou wilt be er. 
amined how thou haſt diſcharged thyſelf of even 
branch of thy duty both in general, and in par 
ticular, to God, to thy neighbour, and to thy- 
ſelf? How thou haſt employed thy time? Wha 
uſe thou haſt made of the talents God entruſted 


" thee with? in what manner thou haſt corre 


ſponded with the ' graces thou haſt received 
what profit thou haſt reaped from the ſacraments 
from the word of God, from the favourable cir- 
cumſtances in which God has placed thee ? &. 
There the whole hiſtory of thy life, all th 


| hidden fins, all thy fins of commiſſion or omiſ 


Hon, even to every idle word, and every Noa? 
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and motion of. thy. heart, ſhall be expoſed 3 
their true light. Thy very good, -works ſhall | 


be nicely ſifted, and weighed in the unerring 
balance of the ſanctuary: in which the works 
that are moſt admired by deluded mortals are 
often found to be of no weight at all. Om 
r ſoul, what ſhalt thou be able to anſwer 
under ſo ſtrict an examination? How ſhalt thou 
endure the dreadful ſight of ſo many fins as ſhall 
then appear againſt thee? In what wretched - 
plight ſhalt thou ſtand before the juſt judge? 
which way ſhalt thou look for relief or comfort? 
O! enter not into judgment cbt thy ſervant, O 


Lord: for no man living No be Jufiifud in thy 


Conclude to. judge thyſelf now, and N 
thyſelf to a life of penance; that the judgment of 
God may ſpare thee hereaſter. Make thyſelf 
now a proviſion of good works, which may ſtand 
by thee then, when all things elſe "ſhall ak thee. 
Follow the advice of him that is to be thy judge, 
Luke xxi. 36. Watch ye, praying at all times, 
that you may be accounted worthy to efeape all 
theſe things that are to come, and fland before ihe 
Sen of man, Pater. Ave. 2 
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1: ONSIDER that after many edi 
| / ſigns and preſages, which ſhall .cauſe men 
to. > pine away with fear and anguiſh, a day ſhall 
come on a ſudden that ſhall put an end to this 
world, and all theſe painted toys that "the world 


109 ſo much admires. A fire raging like a torrent 
chalt fweep off, and conſume all jt ſhall find 


upon the whole face of the earth, and reduce 


* all to aſhes. Where then, worldlings, will be 


your ſtate and pomp 5. your palaces and gardens ; 
your plate and jewels, your honours, riches, and 
Pleaſures, and whatſoever elſe you ſeem to pol- 
ſeſs in this dream of your mortal life? Alas! all 
theſe things at laſt muſt end in ſmoke, and when 


1609 vou wake you ſhall find. nothing in your 3 
' Wh! 


Ff. lxxv. O that men would be awwiſe, and 
exould underfiand, and would look forward un 
their laſt things. Deut. xxxii. O my ſoul, do 
thou at leaſt learn to be wiſe, and inſtcad of ſetting 
thy heart upon theſe worldly bubbles, lay up thy 
treaſure in heaven: there alone it wil be out of 
the reach of this la fire. | 
- 2. Conſider, how at the voice of the Abc 
angel with the laſt trumpet : Ariſe, ye dead, and 
come to judgment; all the children of Adam, 
from the firſt to the laſt, ſhall by the almighty" 
n of God — raiſed in an inſtant from death 
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men 
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„ and 
poſ⸗ 
Js all 
when 
andi. 


| and 


{ upon | 


I, do 
etting 
p thy 


ut of 


Ard 


„, and 


the goſpel, 


TM) 


to life: and every ſoul ſhall be united again to 


its own body, never more to part for eternity. 


But O the immenſe difference between the bodies 
of the juſt, and of the wicked, perfectly ſuitable 
to their reſpective merits ! The one ſhall be more 
bright ard glorious than the ſun ; the other moſt 
hideous, loathſome, and abominable. Then all 
this vaſt aſſembly ſhall go forth to meet the great 
judge: and every eye Hall ſee him coming down 
from heaven <vith great power and majefly; armed -  - 
with all the terrors of his juſtice; and environed 
with all his heavenly legions, Before him ſhall 
be carried the royal ſtandard of his . croſs, ſhining . 
more bright than the ſun, to the great comfort 
of the good, and the intollerable "anguiſh and 
confuſion of the wicked, for having , made ſo 
little advantage of the unſpeakable benefit of 
their redemption. Then, at the command of the 
judge, the good ſhall. be in an inſtant ſeparated 8 
from the bad, and placed at his right hand; and 
all the bad, with the devils who deceived them, 
ſhall be driven to the left. O! everlaſting ſe- 
paration, after which theſe two companies ſhall 
never meet, And haſt thou, my ſoul, ever well 
conſidered the part thou art to act in this. 2 AY 
What proviſion doſt thou make for this great 
appearance? With what eyes couldſt thou — 
upon the judge? In which of theſe two com- 


panies doſt thou expect to be placed? O hearken 


now to the ſummons of the great trumpet of 
calling thee. from the death of ſin 


to 0 the 9 of grace: ſecure now to o thyſelf a part 
in 


_ © glory and dignity, , ſtrength and beauty; and ad- 


9 * et 8 * , 7 
F 6. — 
: % 


| In ehe firſt refurreion: keep now thy body and f 5 
foul pure from fin : attend «continually in ſpirit 
upon him that is to be thy judge; embrace his Wl © 

| eroſs by a penitential life: fly from the midſt of WW , 

| this Babylon of the world, ahd its wicked com- 2 
Pany and converſation: and thou ſhalt have no- G 
thing to fear at that day. eee, ” 

3. Conſider how mean a figure the grandees, _ 
the rich, the worldly wiſe, the valiant heroes, the 60 ? 

celebrated beauties of this world ſhall make in that 5 
confuſed multitude at the left hand of the judge. 
What will their ſentiments be then of all thoſe 
worldly advantages? How will they wiſh a thouſand 
and a thouſand times, they had been always little 
and contemptible in this life, poor, meek, and (07 


humble; when they ſhall ſee ſuch as theſe, whom 
heretofore they ſo much deſpiſed, now crowned with 


vanced to a kingdom of never-ending bliſs ? But how I tence 
inſupportable will the confuſion of the wicked be all t. 
when the books of conſciences ſhall be laid open; ¶ wher 
and all the guilt of their whole lives expoſed to the Ml but t 
publick view of that great aſſembly of the whole IM of -: 
_ univerſe; - viſible and evident to the eyes of all both Mo th; 
angels and men, good and bad? Ah! poor ſinner, ¶ bopeſ 
where wilt thou then hide thy head? What ſhame, MLord 
what anguiſh will oppreſs thee, when all thy crimes Mchilar 
and abominations, all thy works of darkneſs, which Ie le/ 

thou imaginedſt would never be known, and which .. 
perhaps thou couldſt not find in thy heart to diſcloſe, 27. 
even to one perſon, tied by all laws to a perpetual Navi 
ſeerecy, ſhall be diſplayed before thy face, 3 a tedid 


(47) + 
their aggravating circumſtances, in this great con- 
fiſtory of the whole univerſe? But how wilt thou 


fall upon thee, and to hide thee from his wrath, 


day, as may effectually ſecure thee againſt all this 


of the Lord. Pater, Ave. 


MEDITATION XVII 


On the laſt ſenten ce of the good and bad. 
ONSIDER that theſe laft great i 


tence: by which the juſt, after a glorious rehearſal of 
all their good works, ſhall becalled up to a kingdom, 


but the wicked ſhall be condemned to the dungeon 
of everlaſting fre. Give ear, my ſoul, in ſpirit 
to that ſweet and amiable invitation (which thou 


Lord ſhall call his ſervants, his friends, and his 
children into the happy manſions of bliſs: Come, 
je bleſed of my Father, take poſſeſſion of the kingdom 


aviſhing joys of my heavenly paradiſe : come from 
tedious baniſhment to your true country, your 


endure the angry countenance of the judge? How 
wilt thou bear the juſt reproaches he will then make 
thee? How wilt thou call upon the mountains to 


which will be as inſupportable to thee as hell itſelf? 
Conclude to take ſuch meaſures now in this thy 


ſcene of confuſion and irremediable wo in the ay: D 


ſizes will be concluded by a definitive ſen- 


where ſorrows never enter, and Joys never end; 
hopeſt ſhall be one day thine) by which thy dear 


rebared for you from the beginning of the world. 
Ilait. xxv. O come from the vale of tears to the 


fled 


"4 48 ) : 
bleflzd home, in the fair and Jovely manſions of 


the eternal Sion, Come, enter into the joy of your 1 

Lord; the kingdom prepared for you, where you L 
hall find all that poſſibly can be deſired, all united FR 
| together, an univerſal bleſſing for endleſs ages. O MI ta 
happy invitation! O my ſoul, do thou aſpire a. 2 
ways after this happineſs. | 1 have rejoited, ſaid the MI it, 

royal prophet, PJ. exxi. at the things that have been ev 

| faid to me: Me ſhall go into the houſe of the Lord.” a 

2. Conſider, with fear and trembling, the dreadful en 

ſentence that ſhall paſs upon the wicked, Depart Ml ve 

from me, ye curſed, into everlaſiing fire, which wa! ey 
prepared for the devil aud bis angels, Matt. xxv, ble 

O weigh well every word of this frightful ſentence. oth 
Depart, go, be gone for ever from me; far from the Bil anc 


Joys of my kingdom, and the ſociety of my children, M eve 
into the place you have blindly preferred before hes on 
ven; the darkſome dungeons of hell below, which WM into 
were prepared for ſatan and his aſſociates, whoſe pat on j 

you have taken againſt me. O terrible excommun:- WM bod 

cation, to be cut off for ever from the ſociety ol in 2 

Jeſus Chriſt and his ſaints ! O cruel divorce; tobe your 

- eternally ſeparated from God and all that is good! with 
O diſmal, and everlaſting baniſhment from the city neve 
of God above into the low and horrid region of ti defir, 
ſecond death! Ah! wretches who make ſo little nov it ha, 

of lofing your God, by mortal fir, what will you to be 

then think when you ſhall be doomed to this eternal repen 

ſeparation from the ſource of all good? But whitheMf lived 

are you to go from him ? Alas! 1110 everlaſting fit | 
there to burn as long as God is God, in the come 

of the devil and his angels. O dreadful — 

| * 0: 
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ff 3. Conſider that terrible and univerſal A 
7 which this ſentence of condemnation involves. 
Mu Depart from me, yecurſed, ſays the ſovereign Judge: 
ed WW 25 if he ſhould ſay, You ſhall go from me, but 
0 take my cur/e along with you. I would have 
al. given you my bleſſing; but you would not receive 
the it: a curſe you have choſen; and a curſe ſhall be your 
gen everlaſting lot. It ſhall flick cloſe to you, like 
* a garment, which you ſhall never put off; it ſhall 
aul enter into your very bowels ; and ſearch into the 
art very marrow of your bones. A curſe upon your 
wa: WW eyes, never to ſee the leaſt glimpſe of comforta- 
x1, ble light: a car/e upon your ears, to hear nb 
nee. other muſick for all eternity but frightful ſhrieks 
the and groans: a curſe on your taſte, to be for 


Iren, WF ever embittered with the gall of dragons: a curſe 
hea I on your ſmell, to be always tormented with the 
„dien WI intolerable ſtench of the bottonileſs pit: a curſe 
part on your feeling, and on all the members of your 
muni- 


body, to be ever burning and never conſume, 
ty 0 


to be your underſtanding, never to be enlightened 
good! with any ray of truth: a curſe upon your Will, 
1e Cit 


never to attain to any thing that it loves and 
deſires, but always to be bound down to what 
it hates and abhors: a curſe upon your memory, 
to be ever revolving, i in the bitterneſs of a fruitleſs 


of the 
le now 


term repentance, the folly and vanity of thoſe ſhort- 
whither i lived pleaſures and worldly toys, for which you 
ng fr have forfeited heaven; a curſi upon your conſci., 
,mpar/y ence, to be ever gnawed by the worm that never 
ity! dies: 7 cy upon "uy" whole ſoul, to be 2 


in a fire that ſhall not be quenched : a curſe dpon- 0 


(50 7 
| hell to itſelf, ever torn in pieces with moſt 
violent paſſions of fury, envy, hatred and de- 
ſpair. Good God! let it never be my misfor- MI . 
tune to incur this dreadful and irrevocable curſe. 
But ſee how this ſentence is no ſooner pronounced, 
but the earth opens, and ſwallows down at once 
all this wretched multitude, with the devils that 
ſeduced them, into the loweſt hell: and then 
the gate is ſnut upon them; never, never to be 
opened. O the fatal conſequences of worldly 
pride! O the diſmal end of carnal pleaſures ! 
Conclude to turn now to God with thy whole 
Y heart ; and henceforward to ſtick cloſe to him: ſo 
halt thou ſecure to thyſelf a pe at the laſt _ 
Pater. Ave. 
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„ MEDITATION XIX. KP 
1 F On Hell.. 7 x 
p : \O N 81 D E R that it will be of; no o ſmall — 
1 ſervice to keep thee from going down if | at 
4 into hell after death, if thou wilt now, by i 
4 ſerious meditation, go down thither whilſt thou an . 
N alive, and take a full view of that wretched place by ny 
3 the help of thoſe lights, which the unerring word of * 5 
q Sad and thewritings of the ſaints will furniſh thee * 1 
F with. Theſe will ſhew thee ſome part at leaſt "7 RAE 
nie many miſeries which hell involves.“ A dying yo | 
F *< life, or rather a living death: a, dark ſome pr all 
L e ſon, a loathſome dungeon; a binding hand and ſtinki 
a foot in-eternal chains; a land of horror and mi- object 


ſery ; : a lake of fire and brimſtone; a bottomlel Vile 


1 
«6 4 
* Pg 
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(Is) 
pit, devouring flames; a ſerpent ever gna w- 
« ing; a worm that never dies; a body always 
% burning, and never conſumed; a feeling always 
*« freſh for ſuffering ; a thirſt never extinguiſhed; 
« perpetual weeping, wailing and. gnaſhing of 
« teeth ; no other company but devils. and dam- 
ned wretches; all hating and curſing one ano- 
« ther ; all hating and curſing God; ſpirits always 
“ in an agony, and ſick to death; yet never 
© meeting with that death, that they ſo much 
« defire; caſt forth from the face of God, into the 
land of oblivion ; hated and abhorred by God 
« and his ſaints; having none to comfort them, 
«© none to pity them; wounded: to the heart 
« with the ſenſe of loſt happineſs ; and op- 
« prefſed with. the feeling of preſent miſery. | 
© And all theſe ſufferings everlaſting, without 
© the leaſt hope of end, intermiſſion, or remiſſi- 
* on. ” Such is hell according to the ſcripture 


that bitter cup of which /] the n 7 the 
earth mußt drink. Pſ. Ixxiv. 

2. Conſider, that in hell every vice will meet 
with its peculiar torment.” There the proud ſhall 
bedebaſed and confounded, and troden under foot 
by inſulting devils. There the covetous and the 
lovers of this world ſhall groan under the extre- 
mity of want and miſery : there the laſcivious 
mall exchange their dark and filthy pleaſures for 


; 1 ſtinking ſulphur and black flames: there the former 
id mi- objects of their luſts, and the partners of their 
| crimes; ſhall torture them more than the very de- 


Fils : There gluttons and drunkards ſhall-.be 1 
i F 2 e 1 ũ1 ð · 


2 


and the uniform doctrine of the ſaints. Such is ; 
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pq » * 2 _— K 


Zoey 


oppreſſed with an inf upportable hunger and chirſt; 


and ſhall. not be able to obtain ſo much as one 
drop of water to cool their tongue. There every 


| ſenſe ſhall have its hell. The eyes ſhall be con. 
demned to perpetual darkneſs; to a gloomy re- 


gion, where no ſun, no moon, no ftars appear ; 


to a diſmal night which knows no morning; to 


a black fire, which affords no light, except it be 
to diſcover to thoſe wretches ſuch objects as may 
ſerve to torment their fight. The ears ſhall there 


be for ever entertained with the melancholy mu- 


ſick of hell, perpetual howlings, groans and ſhrieks, 
horrible curſes and blaſphemies. And fo of the 


| Other ſenſes. Good God ! let my poor ſoul never 
experience any part of this miſery. | 


3. Conſider, that as among all the bodily 


- ſenſes, the fee/ing is that by which we uſually 


offend the moſt, ſo it is the ſenſe which will 


be the moſt ſeverely tormented in hell, by a 


dreadful fire kindled by the breath of an angry 


God; a fire that ſhall pierce the damned, through 
and through, in all their members; that ſhall 


penetrate into all their inward parts; and even 
reach their very ſouls; a fire that ſhall prey upon 


them for ever, without any intermiſſion, and yet 


never "conſume, nor ſtand in need all the 
while of any other fewel but the eternal ſtain of 


ſin. Ah! finners, which: of you all can abide 
this depouring fire ? awhich of you can endure 
eternal burning? If you cannot bear to hold 
your hand in the flames for one quarter of 2 
minute, why will you be ſo, mad as to be 


| e * yourſelf by fin to the 


evident 


(53 ) „ 
evident danger of rn for all eternity, bot 
body and ſoul, in the mercileſs flames of hell? 
Conclude, ſeeing thou canſt endure ſo nus 
here, to take the moſt effectual means thou art 
able, now whilſt thou haſt time, to keep thyſelf 
from ever coming into this place of torments. 
The fire of hell can burn nothing but wilful fin. 3 
Get rid of this enormous evil, and hell ſhall. : +} 
have no hold of thee. Pater. Ave. os 0 A 


MEDITATION XxX. 
Ou the interior barns of Bell. 


\ONSIDE R that the fire of hell, with: 
all the reſt of the exterior torments which. 


place, are terrible indeed ; but no ways, comparable 


x to the interior pains, of the ſoul. That pere - 
. damni, or eternal loſs of God, and of all that. 
0 is good; that perpetual ſenſe of this loſs; and 
11 that extremity of anguiſh which ever attends it ; 


that rueful remorſe, and perpetual gnawing of _ 
the worm of conſcience ; that everlaſting rage 
and deſpair, that complication of ſo many other 
racking tortures in the inward powers and facul- 
ties of the ſoul, are, in the judgment of the di- 


ade vines, torments incomparably greater than any 
Jure thing that can be ſufered in the body. Of! it 
old is true that even here the inward pangs of the 
of a Wl foul are oftentimes more inſupportable than any 
be death whatſoever: how much more will they be 
the ſo. in hell? 


3 ; 2. Confider || | 


the damned muſt for ever endure in that wo ful 


" 


14 ende in 


iq) 


particular W much. the 


_ evils, viz. their having loft their God. Alas! 
poor finners here, while they lie groveling in the 
mire of the earth, diverted from the thought of 
God by a thouſand impertinences; and yet 
continually partaking, and that many ways, of 
his ſweetneſs and goodneſs, in ſome or other of 
Hhhais creatures; have little or no idea of what it 
is abſolutely to loſe God. But the damned, by 
their own woful experience, are convinced, now 
it is too late, that none of all the reſt of the 
torments of hell can be compared with this loſs, 
God is an infinite gard in himſelf, and he is the 
inexhauſted ſouFce of all our good, and of every 
thing that is any ways good in his creatures : he 
zs our wniverſal good. In lofing him then the 
damned have loſt an infinite good; they have 
loſt their firſt beginning, and their laſt end; by 
whom, and for whom they were created : 5 55 
ſovereign good, their univerſal good, their im- 


all good, their true and only felicity. . They 
| have loſt him totally: they have loſt him irre- 
coverably : they have loſt him eternally. They 
have loft him in himſelf, they have loſt him in 
themſelves, they have loſt himin all his creatures, 
The lively ſenſe of this irreparable loſs, and of 
all the conſequences of it, continually racks 
their deſpairing ſouls: they cannot turn away 
their thought one moment from it: it gripes 


- 


i 
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damned will reſent that moſt. dreadful of all 


menſe eternal good, the overflowing fountain of 


them with r torments. Which ever 


"a 


way they turn to ſeek any one drop of eaſe or 
comfort, in him, or from him, they meet with 
none: all things. conſpire againſt them; all 
things tell them they have loſt. their God. There 


is an immenſe gulf between them and him. 


They are nailed down, and kept from him, 


bound faſt in eternal chains: and all the efforts 


of their violent longings after him, only ſerve 
to redouble their miſery. Ah! ſinners, ſee what 
it is to loſe God eternally : and prevent this laſt 


and worſt of all evils, by taking care not to i 


loſe him now by ſin. 
z. Conſider that never-dying worm of con- 


ſcience, that perpetually gnaws the ſouls of the 


damned: that moſt bitter, but fruitleſs repent- y 


ance ; that. eternal remorſe, which, like a poi- 
ſonous ſerpent, makes its way into their very 
vitals, and continually preys upon them. O 
how hateful, how abominable does this monſter 


of mortal fin now appear in their eyes: more 


ugly and filthy than the very dungeons of hell! 


How much do they now hate and deteſt their 


own ſouls, which they ſee ſtained and corrupted, 


eternally obſeſſed and poſſeſſed by thouſands of 
theſe helliſh monſters. Here comes in the me- 


mory of all their paſt follies ; and of the ſhort- 
neſs and vanity of all thoſe things, for. the love 


of which they have forfeited heaven, and ſold 


' 


their ſouls to the devil : Here a diſmal and eter- 


nal regret for their former ſtupidity and mad- ' 
neſs, whilſt they are perpetually comparing to- 


gether time and n ** enjoyments and 


preſent 


—_— "781 


preſent. aide virtue and vice, heaven | 


and hell: and ever thinking what helps, what 
opportunities they have had in their li fe, of 


making themſelves eternally happy at a very 


eaſy rate; and how they have neglected them 
and caſt them all behind their backs. 


Conclude to look well to the whole ſtate of 


thy interior now; and to make that choice in 
time, which thou wilt be glad to have ns; in 
eternity. Pater. Ave. | 


MEDITATION XX1-- 
On 4 miſerable eternity. 


1. FAONSID ER, that what above all 
things makes hell intolerable, is the eter- 

nity of its torments. - It is this eternity that is 
an infinite aggravation. to all and every one of 
them: It is this bitter ingredient, which makes 
every drop of that cup of the divine vengeance, 
af which all the damned are forced to drink, 
ſo inſupportable. Were there ſo much as the leaſt 
glimpſe of hope, that the miſeries of the damned 
would one day. have an end; though it were 
after millions of millions of ages 3 hell would 
be no logger hell, becauſe it would admit of 
| ſome comfort. But for all theſe inexpreſſible 
torments to continue for ever, as long as God 
ſhall be God; without the leaft hopes of ever 
ſeeing an end of them; Oh! this it is that i; 
\ the greateſt rack of the damned. O Eternity, 
Eternity how little do worldlings 1 


(ay 


thee now ! How n are they to W Dt 


thee (notwithſtanding the expreſs declaration of 
God's unerring word) for fear thou ſhouldſt put 
a reſtraint upon their vicious inclinations O Hho.] 
terrible wilt thou be to them hereafter, when 
they ſhall find themſelves „ in thy bot - 
tomleſs abyſs! 

2. Conſider, if one ſhort night ſeems ſo. long 
and tedious to a poor fick man in a burning 
fever ; if he toſſes and turns, and no where finds 
reſt ; if he counts every hour, and with ſo much 
impatience longs for the morning; which yet will 
bring him but little relief or comfort; what 
muſt this dreadful night of eternity be, Accom- 
panied with all both the exterier and interior pains 
of hell? No man in his ſenſes would- purchaſe 
a kingdom at the rate of lying for ten 2 
confined to a ſoft bed, without once coming 
Ah! what miſery then muſt it be to be chained 
down to a bed of fire, and ſuch a fire as that 


of hell i is, with all the reſt of its torments, not 3 | | 


for ten years only, nor for ten thouſand times 


ten years; but for as many hundred thoufand 


millions of ages, as there are drops of water in 
the ocean, or atoms in the air; in a word, 255 
for a never-ending eternity ? Re” 
3. Conſider, in order to frame a better idea 

of this miſerable eternity, what an immenſe ſpace 
of time would be required, for any one of the 
damned, if he were to ſhed but one tear in # 
thouſand years, to ſhed tears enough to fill the 

The world has not yet laſted fix thouſand 


years « . 


| years : 
not have ſhed fix tears. And yet, O dreadful 


eternity! the time will certainly come, when 


moving thoſe tains at preſent, 


| (8) 
ſo that thy firſt of all the damned . 


any one of thoſe wretches may be able with 


truth to ſay, that at the rate of one tear for a 
thouſand years, he might.have ſhed tears enough, 
not only to make a ſea ; but to drown the whole 


world, and to fill up the vaſt ſpace. between 
1 and earth. And alas ! after theſe mil- 


: lions of millions of ages, he ſhall be as far of 
from the end of his miſery, as he was the firſt 
day he came into that place of wo. Compute 


after this, if thou pleaſeſt, as many hundred 
thouſand millions of years, as thy thoughts can 


reach to ; ſuppoſe, if thou wilt, the whole ſurface 
of the earth to be covered with numeral figures; 


caſt up if thou canſt this prodigious ſum of years; 
and then multiply it by itſelf, and multiply again 


a ſecond time the product by itſelf; and then 
at the foot of this immenſe ſum, write down, 
Here. begins eternity, O terrible eternity! is it 


poſlible that they who- believe thee, ſhould not 


fear thee? Is it poſlible that they who fear thee, 
| ſhould dare to fin? 


Conclude to fly and deteſt that monſter fin 


which leads to this miſerable eternity. Waſh 


away now all the ſtains of thy ſoul in the blood 
of the lamb, by the means of repentance and 
confeſſion. Penitential tears are capable of re- 
which eternal 
flames heareafter ſhall never be able. to burn wo 


or, Ave. 
M E D I * A 


ever inebriated with 


4 


MEDITATION XXII. 
On Heaven. 


ONSIDER, that if God's Juſtice be 


ſo terrible with regard to his enemies, 
how much more will his merey, his goodneſs, and - 
his bounty, declare itſelf in favour of his friends? 
What then muſt this bleſſed kingdom of heaven 


be, which in his infinite goodneſs he has prepared 


for his beloved children ? which he has contrived 


by his infinite wiſdom, and effected by his infi= 


nite power, for the manifeſtation of his glory, 
of his riches, and his magnificence; and for the 


entertaining them with an eternal banquet, wor. N 3 ' 


thy of ſo great a. King: where they ſball be for 
ent of his houſe, and 
made to - drink of the. torrent of his pleaſures; 
fitting derwn at the head of the fountain of life, 
which is with him, and from him perpetually + 
flows into their happy ſouls. This happineſs is 
infinitely beyond all that any mortal eye.-hath 
ever ſeen, or ear heard, or heart conceived: A 
general and univerſal good; comprizing at once, 
and for ever, all that is good, filling brim-full the 
vaſt capacity of the affections and defires of the 
ſoul; and eternaily ſecuring from all fear or dan- 
ger of want or change. — 
2. Conſider the glory and beauty af theſe 1 1 
lovely manfions of the heavenly Jeruſalem: 
which the Scripture, to accommodate itſelf to 
our weakneſs, repreſents to us under the figures | 
of 


* 65 ) 
of ſach things as we moſt admire here below : 
when it tells us, that the walls of this city of 
God are of precious ſtones ; and its ſtreets of 
pure and tranſparent gold: that theſe ſtreets are 
Eb watered with the river of the water of life, re- 
ſpmlendent as chryſtal, flowing from the throne 
of God, and that on the banks of the river, 
on both fides, grows the tree of life. That there 
ſhall be no night, nor any want of ſun or moon; 
m that God himſelf ſhall be its everlaſting light, 
How glorious are theſe things that are ſaid 
| = thee, O city of God! But how much more 
glorious are thoſe things that are myſtically 
nified by theſe figures ! But, O the bleſſed inks 
bitants of this heavenly city! thoſe millions of 
millions of Angels, Cherubims and Seraphim, all 
on fire with divine love: that immenſe multitude 
of Saints and Martyrs. and other ſervants of 
God of both ſexes, gathered out of all nations, 
tribes and tongues; and above thein all the 
bleſſed Virgin Mother of God, Queen of Saints 
and Angels: their number is innumerable. But 
who can expreſs the happineſs of enjoying, ſuch 
bleſſed company ? They are all mot noble, moſt 
glorious, moſt wiſe, moſt holy : they are all of 
blood royal, all children and heirs of the moſt high 
God; all kings and queens; ever beautiful; 
ever young, crowned with wreaths of immortal 
glory, and ſhining more brightly than the fun. 
Their love for one another is beyond what 
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| 1 can be conceived: they have all but one heart 
'F and one ſoul ; and take ſuch an inexpreſſible de- 
| | . 


7 8 
light i in gs other's happineſs, that the; joy and 
many fold, as there are bleſſed ſouls and Angels 
in heaven. O Chriſtians, let us aſpire after this 
heavenly Jeruſalem ! Let us aſpire after this happy 
ſociety! O how lovely are thy tabernacles, 0 
| Lord of hoſts? O how does my ſoul long after 
re the «courts of the living God ! | 
3. Confider, that although this bleſſed king-. 
dom abounds with all that can be imagined good 
and delightful ; yet there is but one ſovereign 
good, in the enjoyment of which conſiſts the eſ- 
ſential beatitude of the ſoul; and that is God 
himſelf ; whom the bleſſed ever ſee face to face, 
and by the contemplation of his infinite beauty, 
are quite raviſhed and ſet on fire with ſeraphick 
flames of eternal love; which by a moſt pure 
and amiable union transforms them in a man- 
ner into God himſelf. He ſurrounds and pene- 
trates them on all ſides with unexpreſſible delight: 
he fills their whole ſouls with his _ divinity, the 
overflowing ſource and ocean of all good : He 
gives himſelf to be their joy, their treaſure, their 
never-ending bliſs. But O that happy eternity 
which compleats this felicity of the bleſſed !. And 


that infallible ſecurity they enjoy that their bliſs is 
even linked with God's eternity : and that as long 


as God ſhall be God, they ſhall be happy with him 


in his heavenly kingdom. O my ſoul, how pleaſant, 
how delightful it is to look forward into this im- 


menſe eternity of joys, and there to loſe thyſelf 
In this moſt W proſpect of endleſs. ages 
2 


Conclude 


— 


ſatisfaction of every individual is multiplied to as 


{ 62 Ty 

Conclude to deſpiſe all that is earthly and that 
| Paſſes with time; and from this hour to ſet out, 
and begin thy journey, towards this glorious, 
heavenly, and eternal kingdom. There thou ſnalt 
find all that thy heart can defire : immortal ho- 
nours, immenſe riches, pure and eternal pleaſures. 
There thou ſbalt meet with beauties never fading, 
perpetual health, perpetual life, &c. O] this alone 
18 e home, the land of the living, Pater. 595 


ME D ITA TION XXIII. 


| On the great commandment of divine love. 


ONSID ER thoſe eds of the divine al 
8 law. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God aith 1 
"thy whole heart, and with thy whole foul, and with 
| thy whole mind, and with thy whole frength, Mark 
xii. 30. This, ſays our Lord (Matt. xxii. 39.) is th 
| greateſt and the firſi commandment. It is the great 
ef in its dignity, and its excellence ; as tending 
directly, and immed-ately to bring us to God 
| himſelf, and to unite us to him by a happy band 
of eternal charity: It is % greateſ in the inf. 
nite advantages it brings to our ſouls; the ho- 
nour of being friends and favourites of God; 
the treaſures of all other virtues, which ever ac 

| company divine love; the ſatisfaction of taſting 
the ſweetneſs of God, and enjoying his company; 
the ridding us of all our ſins, and che perfection 
of all chriſtianity. O my ſoul, embrace then thi 
N law of love : and bring all = Liar 


and faculties to bow down, before it. Give up thy 
 avill to be for ever a happy ſervant of divine love: | 
let this holy, fire ever burn. in thy heart, and con- 
ſume all thy earthly and carnal affections: let th 
under ſfanding be ever directed by its bright light: 
let all thy thoughts, and imaginations be recol- 
lefted by it; let it guide and influence all thy 
words and actions, O bleſſed kingdom of divine 
love, when wilt thou come to me and take full - | 
poſſeſſion of my whole ſoul? © 
2. Conſider, how _ juſt, how reaſonable, how 
neceſſary it is, that we ſhould love our God with 
our whole Bart: our God who made this heart 
of ours for himſelf, to be the throne of his love; 
and who will admit of no rival there. To give 
it away from him is wronging him of what he 
claims by a thouſand titles, Hs the height of in- 
juſtice. To divide the heart between. bim and Ei 
the world, or any creature whatſoever, is a moſt 
unreaſonable and perverſe diviſion: he. will ad. 
mit of no partner in his throne. It is jaſt 1; 
ſhould. love him with our aue ſoul ; by applying - 
and employing all the powers of our . ſouls in 
his love: becauſe he made' theſe ſouls of ours, 
ho- after his own image and likeneſs, on purpoſe 
od; ll that they might be wholly dedigated to his love: 
r and he made them in ſuch a manner that nothing 
ting elſe can content or ſatisfy them. It is highly juſt 
ani © ſhoutd apply our whole mind to this lave, and 
Eton employ our whole flrength in his ſervice, becauſe 
wu be is our firſt beginning, and our laſt end; to 
wen whom we owe all we have, and all we are; he is 
201 85 G 2 e 
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my loving thee : and threaten me with the worſt 


quires of us. It requires a love of preference, 


all things. Whoſoever loves any thing more 


of high treaſon "againſt him. Whoſoever putz 


1 c 64 ” 
our perpetual lover, our perpetual benefactor, in- 
bnitely good in himſelf, and infinitely good to 
us. O! who art thou, my God, and who am J, 
that thou ſhouldſt thus ſet thy heart upon ſo mean 
a thing? and that thou ſhouldſt thus inſiſt upon 


of evils if I love thee not? Would it not be fa- 
your enough to permit thyſelf to be loved by ſo 
inconſiderable a creature? would it not be .miſery 
enough, if J loved thee not, being not only per- 0 

mitted, but commanded to love thee ? 
3. Conſider, what this great commandment re- 


by which we are to give the preference to God 
before all things elſe; we muſt love him above 


than him, is not worthy of him; and is guilty 


his worldly honour, his ſenſual pleaſures, the 
gratifying his paſſions, his own will, his humour, 
his affection to any thing created, or even the 
whole creation in balance with him, is not worthy 
of him; and is guilty of high treaſon againſt 
him. Chriſtians, do we love God with this 
love of preference; when every punctilio of 
what we call our honour, when every petty 
conſideration of the world, when every trifling 
ſatisfaction takes place of him in our hearts! 
O who is like to God? or who can be com- 
pared with him? Let him then be the Lor 
and Maſter of our affections. Tet us e our 


-(&). 


l friends in him, and our enemies for his ſake : 
9 and whatever elſe we may lawfully lo ve, let us 


Auguſtine, Who loves any thing elſe with him, 
which he does not love for his ſake. 


thy life, to labour with all thy power to fulfil 
this great commandment of divine love. And 


in order thereto continually beg of God, that he 


can impart this heavenly love to thee. 
Pater: Ave. 5 | 


Or the motives we have to love 0. 


tives conſpire in recommending this love to us, 


to our ſovereign good ; which alone can put us 
jends in poſſeſſion of all good; even of God himſelf. 


love it with a due ſubordination to him, and far 
3 his ſake. For he loves God too little, ſays St. 


Conclude, my ſoul, to make it the huſineſs of 


would teach thee to love him. None but he | 


MEDITATION XXI. oy ; 


and in preſſing and obliging us to it; It is our 
greateſt honour, our greateſt intereſt, our greateſt . 
pleaſure, it is the ſource of all our happineſs, both 
here and hereafter. The love of God here is 
the way to heaven; the love of God hereafter - 
is the eſfential beatitude of heaven. O] let us 
alpire then after this bleſſed love; which alone 
can ſatisfy our ſouls ; which alone ean bring us 


God has loved us s firſt ; he is our ancient lover: 
| | - G 3 = he 


.ONSIDER how all things invite us A fl 
to love God: and how all kinds of mo- WM 


(0669) 

he is our eternal lover: : his thought and heart 
is always upon us: he is a diſintereſted lover: 
à moſt faithful and moſt conſtant lover, whoſe love 
never forſakes them that dg not firſt forſake his 
love. O let us return him love for love. God 
is our Maker, and our Redeemer : he is the beſt 
of Fathers, the beſt of Friends, the Spouſe of qur 
ſouls : and fhall not all theſe titles oblige us to 
love him? Is it poflible we ſhould love any. 
thing elſe comparably . kn? 

2. Conſider how lovely, how aimable God % 
in himſelf, and what infinite charms all center 
in him, to command our love. His goodneſs is 
infinite ; he is the great and ſovereign good ; the 


| fountain, the overflowing ocean of all good. His in 
mercy is infinite: his bounty is infinite: his me 
wiſdom is infinite: his beauty is infinite: it ra- of 
viſhes all that are ſo happy as once to ſee his hel 
face ; ſo that they can never after ceaſe to love wo 
him. His truth is infinitely charming: all per- his 
fections are infinite in him: no tongue can ex- Kc. 
preſs, no heart can conceive, the incomprehenſible ¶ anc 
greatneſs and multitude of his attractions. O, his 
my ſoul, let him then, as he is in himſelf, be wit 
the great object of thy love. Thou loveſt good- Ml wit 
neſs, beauty, and perfection whereſoever thou wit: 
findeſt it in his creatures : but all this good ang 
that is in them, is all from him, and all quite our 
diſappears when com pared with his goodneſs, his WM t:c 2; 
beauty, and perfection: the whole creation dwin. part 
dles into a mere nothing, when God appear in met 
his true A. | 8 And 


3 a Conſider 


C67) 


t 

3 particular, that we have received, and daily do 
'e receive from God's infinite goodneſs, ' He is the 
18 author of all our good: our very being, our 
d whole ſoul and body is his gift. He has pre- 
it Ml frved us, he has nonriſhed, and cheriſhed us, 
ur from the firſt moment of our conception to this- 
to hour : : He has watched over us with an incom- 
WW. parable love; he has defended us from Af thou- 

: land evils. He has given his Angels a charge 
is over us. He has ſent his own Son from heaven 
ter for us, to deliver us from ſin and hell; and to 
3.18 bring all mercy, grace, and ſalvation to us The 
the whole life of the Son of God was employed 
His in ſerving us: he ſuffered the very worſt of tor- 
his ments; he ſhed all precious blood for the love 
ra- of us. He has left with us all manner of 
his helps to bring us to his heavenly kingdom: his 
ove word, his church, his ſacfifice, his ſacraments, 
per- WW iis body and blood, his graces, his inſpirations, - 
ex- &. He has even then heaped favours upon us 
ſible and kept us from death and hell, when we were 
O, his enemies by mortal ſin; he has waited for us 
„ be with an infinite patience, he has called us back 
ood- WF with an infinite tenderneſs, he has received us 
thou Wl with open arms, when we have returned to him; 
good and has mercifully overlooked all our follies, all 
quite WF cur diſloyalties, all our ingratitudes and repeated 
s, his Wl treafons againſt him: beſides many inſtances of his 
Iwin- particular providence, which every one of us has 
ars in I met with in ſome part or other of our life. 

Wh And ſhall not all theſe, and innumerable other 
nſide benefits 5 


3. Conſider FR benefits, as. well general, As 


— K* * 


— . — — 


— _ SAY — — 1 L a ” 
CITE „ ˙ *» oo = n 7 — A — 
* SQ — u— —_— (5 RE 0 — - * 
. Ge A Roos Formats 8 


(68) 
benefits and favours, oblige us to ) love him? Does le 
not the whole creation; does not heaven and Ad 
earth, and all that is in them, call upon us to hs 
love that God, who made them all, and made 
them to ſerve us; but made us to love him? 
-Conclude to hearken to this univerſal voice by 
which thou art invited to love God: and'to have * 


always before thy eyes the innumerable motives fon 
"RE lar to love him. eval _— 5 


4 


E DITAT ION Xxv. 


On the means of attaining to the love 
5585 wet Popup of Cd. ; 


\ONSIDER that as ae deßre of ai 
dom is the true beginning of wiſdom; 
ſo the firſt ſtep to the love of God, which is 
true wiſdom indeed, is an earneſt deſire to love 
God. Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirft after this 
heavenly juſtice, for they ſhall be filled, Matt. v. 
This deſire makes us pray fervently, ſeek in- 
ceflantly, knock earneſtly at the gate of divine 
love. It makes us riſe early in queſt of thu 
3232 wiſdom: it makes us glad to part with 
all things elſe, that we may purchaſe this pre · 
cious pearl; that we may acquire this incompa- 
rable treaſure. He that with this defire aſpires 
after divine love, already begins to poſſeſs what 
he defires : and the more he reliſhes the ſweet- 
neſs of what he begins to poſſeſs, the more he 


aſpires after it. So that «the great means of 
1 | learning 


« 


(6). 


and how ſweet a thing it is to love him. | 
2. Conſider that divine love wilt not be found 
: by us, nor come and dwell in our ſouls, if we 


y 


. 4 


terior diſorderly company; that is, if our heart 


be ſet upon worldly vanities, upon Mammon, up- 


on pleaſure, upon gratifying ourſelves and our irre- 
gular inclinations ; divine love will not indure ſuch 
company : theſe are idols, which muſt not, which 
cannot, ſtand in the temple of God: our hearts 


dom of divine love; which will allow of no rival, 

no uſurper, no rebel in its dominions. The 
Spouſe of divine love muſt be a garden encloſed, a 
fountain ſealed up. | 


ſoul in waiting upon him. Here the memor 


here the underſtanding is taught to know him: 
here the affections of the will are inflamed at 


; ſenſe and remembrance of God's preſence ; 
f frequent calling back the ſoul to him from 
her diſtractions and evagations; repeated aſpi- 


learning to love God, is by repeated defifes and 
4 acts of love, to taſte, and ſee how ſweet God is, 


take no care to keep our inward houſe clean and 5 
pure: Bleſſed are the clean of heart, for they 
fall ſee God. Matt. v. If we entertain in our In- 


muſt not be divided, if we aſpire after the king- 


3. Conſider, that the great means of attain- 
ing to the love of God is the exerciſe of men-- 
tal prayer, which employs all the powers of the 


repreſents all the motives we have to love him: 


his preſence, This is the true ſchool of love. 
O my ſoul, let us daily frequent it. Join to this 
vreat exerciſe of love, a ſpirit of recollection; 
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Fations and ejaculations of love; walking with God, 
like the ancient Saints; and taking him along 
wich us, wherever we are going, and whatever ve 
are doing. O how happy is that life that is thus 


a 1 
1 


dedicated to divine l vr eh!! 
Conclude to embrace alb the means that may 
bring thee to this happineſs. Begin now from this 
hour to ſet out in queſt of this fountain of life: let no 
_ Oppoſition of earth or hell difeourage thee. Never 
leave off thy ſearch, till thou come to drink of thi: 
heavenly water, which will become in thee a foun- 
tain ſpringing up to life everlaſting. Pater. Av: 


* 


* Os _ 

ve | e wi 

. MEDITATION XXYT, hit 
; h I „ | 0 8 be) be 
On the practice and exerciſe of divine low, 
1.5 ONSIDER that the love. of God i Pr 
AA a fire which is always in motion, and al gre 


ways tending upwards towards its heavenly ele- He 
: * ; 0 „ 1 id ws p 
ment: It expires and dies, if it lies idle. To keep! 


alive, it muſt then be nouriſhed by frequent af ” 
of love : not mere verbal acts, by telling God tha I ee 
we love him, whilſt our hearts perhaps is far fron f „, 
him: but by the real. exerciſe of the love of God alor 
both in our heart, and in our works. To fulfil this Do 
we muſt not only aſpire after the enjoyment of God, wor 
as bur ſoveraign good, by a love of chaſte conc 1510 e Goc 
but we muſt give our whole ſelves, and all thing vive 
elſe to him, as infinitely good in himſelf, by 310 ay 
of ſincere and perfect benevolence, For this 18 pie. take 
perly. divine charity. Benewolence is à 750 4 Re: 


d, WH hich we with all manner of good to the perſnn i 
ng beloved : a love by which we earneſtly ſeek and 


ve procurewhatever may be for his honour, intereſt or 
us pleaſure: by which we delight in all his advan- 
5 tages; and are concerned at all his loſſes, &c. Now to 
149 apply all this to divine charity: It is then we make 
this acts of the we of benevolence towards God, when 
n we deſire, ſeek and precure, as much as lies in us, 
ye. the greater hononr and glory of his name; the 


. propagation of his kingdom in our own hearts, and 
throughout the whole world; and that all men may 
know him, love him, and ſerve him : when we 
rejoice. at every thing that is agreable to his holy 
will ; and are concerned at every thing that offends 
him. This is the proper exerciſe of the love 97 5 

benevolence: this is divine charity. 5 

2. Conſider that our Lord has taught us 5 the ex- 
erciſe of this divine charity, in the three firſt petis - 7 


ow, 


d u tions of the Lord's prayer. Here we pray for the _ 
0 al greater glory of his name: Hallowed be thy name. 
4 ele Here we pray that he may reign in all hearts by 7 
by his grace : 7 hy kingdom come, Here we pray that 
oh all men upon earth may love and execute his will, 
dtn eren as the bleſſed do in heaven: Thy abi be done 
Sap on earth as it is in heaven, ' But does our heart 80 
G dong with our lips, when we recite theſe petitions? 
: 84 Do we ſincerely deſire, at that time, that all the 


world may know. love and ſerve the true and — 
God : that all his creatures in heaven and earth may 
give perpetual glory to him; that the reign of ſin 
may be aboliſhed, and the kingdom of God may 
take poſſeſſion of all hearts: that none may reſiſt or 

rebel againſt his orders; but that all may embrace, 1 
| and 


f cent 
thing 
2 love 
is Pro- 
love bf 
which 


(72) | 
| and bow down, and adore his will? If ſo, there is 
no doubt but we love God. Such as theſe are 
perfect acts of the love of God. But where a 
ſoul has no ſuch diſpoſitions, ſne makes no acts 
of the love of God; though ſhe repeats with her 
lips ever ſo often in the day: O my God, I love thee. 
3. Conſider, that one of the moſt perfect waysof 
exerciſing the love of God, is when we rejoice in 
him, and in his boundleſs perfections; ; when we 
are delighted to think that he is what he is, infinitely 
good, infinitely holy, infinitely happy, infinitely 
perfect: That he is the ſovereign. Lord of all; 
and nothing can be added to him, becauſe he 
is every way infinite. O! what a comfort, what a u 
pleaſure, what a joy it is to a true lover of God, 
to think that whatſoever may come to himſelf, or to 
any thing in the world, his love at leaſt, whom he 
loves without compariſon more than himſelf and il 
things elſe, will always be infinitely glorious, in- 
finitely rich, and infinitely happy ! Of this kind is 


the love with which the bleſſed in heaven love God; it 
an eternal joy in God, and in all the beauties and Ml ty: 
perfections they contemplate in him: this is their BW laf 
eternal delight. O my ſoul, that it may be thine! it 

Conclude thou to love thy God, not in word by 
only, but in deed and in truth. And in order to tbis an 
ever promote, as much as thou canſt, his glory, hi 12 
praiſe, the intereſts of his kingdom, and the ful. diſ 


filling of all his wills; as well in thyſelf, as in al hes: 
others: ever rejoice in him: put thy heart cont! 
nually in his hands: and give thyielf and all things 
elſe to him a hundred times in the day. Theſe ar 
the beſt acts of divine love. Pater. Aue. 

n E D I 7 4. 
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MEDITATION Xxvn. 


On charity to our neiohbours.” 
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ONSIDER that after this fi and 
greatefs commandment of loving God with 
our * hearts, &c. the next of the divine pre · 
cepts is, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyjelf. 
On theſe two commandments, faith our Lord, 
(Matt. xxii.) dependeth the whole law and the 
* prophets.” Thy love of our neigbbours, (by 
whom we muſt underſtand all our fellow mortals | 
without exception) is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that 
without it, though we ſpoke with the tongues of 
men and angels; and had the gift of propheſy, 
and all knowledge of the . deepeſt myſteries; and 
faith enough to remove mountains, we ſhould ſtill 
be nothing : and though we ſhould give our whole 
ſubſtance to the poor, and our bodies to the flames, 
it would profit us nothing. 1 Cor. xiii. "This mu- 
tual charity and love for one another was, the 
laſt and moſt prefling inj unction of our dying Lord; 
it was his favourite commandment; and the badge, 
by which he would have all his followers know 8 
and diſtinguiſhed. (St. John xiii. 34, 35. Ch. xv. 
12, 17.) In conſequence of this injuncton, his firſt 
diſciples, the primitive chriſtians, had all but one 
heart and one ſoul, Ads iv. 32. And his apoſtles 
Peter and Paul both of them 3. Gt, that above al |} 
things, and before all things, we ſhould cultivate | 
this mutual love, as the very * of ferfettion- 
"0M H (Colot- 
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Iv. O my ſoul, let us embrace this amiable 


give them occaſion of grief or fin? If not, how 


.; who laid down his very life for the love of us! 


* S 2 me ”—_ —_— . . 


„„ . 
(Coloſ. iii. 14. 1 Pet. iv. 8.) and the falfilling of 
tie whole law. (Rom. xiii. 9. Gal. v. 14.) And 
St. John the beloved diſciple continually inculcates 
that there is no knowing nor loving God, with. 
out loving our neighbours ; and that if this love be 
wanting, we ſlill abide in death. 1 John 6. 5 


5 


this favourite virtue of Chriſt, and his ſaints; let ug 


be ever willing to loſe any thing elſe rather than to | 
loſe this bleſſed charity, © „ | 
2. Conſider that this great commandment of 
loving one another, admits of no exceptions, either I 
ef nations or opinions: it extends to all men, even [ 
dour moſt inveterate enemies and perſecuters : we 0 
cannot be in the ſtate of grace or falvation, if e. 
there be any one perſon upon earth, whom we ex- lo 
elude from our love. We are bound by the ol/ 7 
cemmandment of the law, to love every neighbor foi 
as curſelves :; we are bound by the new command: 40, 
ment of the Goſpel of Chriſt to love every neigh- Wl ©* 
our even as Chriſt bas lowed us. John xiii. 34. Cat bot 
our love ftand the teſt of theſe rules? Are our and 
thoughts, words and actions in relation to our Bil ©” 
'neighbours regulated by the love we common) and 

| have for ourſelves? Do we treat them as we would C 
defire to be treated ourſelves ? Are we diſpoſed, to wb 


Fart with our own humour, our own Convenience 
our own inclinations, our pleaſure or fſatisfaCuon, 
for the love of our neighbours, and rather than to 


can we pretend that we love them as Chriſt lovel 


3. Conſider 


(FT. 


% 


4% 


3. Conſider that the love, which we owe to 
our neighbours, in conſequence of this great com- 


mandment of mutual charity, is not a carnal, worid- 
ly or natural affection, influenced by fleſh and biood, 
It is a branch 


of that ſame divine charity, by which we love G d 


or any other conſideration but God. 


for his own goodneſs ſake: it ſ. prings from tie 
fame root, it has the ſelf-ſame motive: no other 
love of our neighbours can be called charity, but 


that which makes us love them in God, and ſor 
God's fake. Do we love our neighbours after this 


manner ? Do we love the image of God in them ? 
Do we conſider them as redeemed by the blood of 
Chriſt? Do we love them for God's ſake, and be- 


cauſe it is his holy will and commandment? Do we 7 


love them in order to God and a' happy eternity? 
This is charity indeed, But then we muſt ſhew 
forth this charity towards our neighbours, wot U 
aword and by tongue, but in deed and in truth; by 
exerciſing in their favour all the works of meicy, 
both corporal and ſpiritual, with. a pure intention: 
and more eſpecially by procuring, by. all means in- 


our power, and continually.” praying for their rue 


and everlaſting welfare, 
Conclude to walk henceforth in the blefſed paths 
of charity. If thou pretend to go to heaven by any 


other road, thou wilt e miſs thy Way. . 


Fa ater, Ave. 
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MEDITATION XXVII. 


On the great pattern of charity. 


has given us himſelf for a pattern of cha- 
rity, in +he parable of the good Samaritan_( Luke x.) 


above to ſave poor man who had fallen among 
the infernal robbers, and was ſcript by them of all 
grace, and grievouſſy wounded in all his faculties: 


the. loſt ſheep. Here we diſcover the infinite cha- 


this hath the charity God appeared towards us, 
ſays the beloved diſciple, becauſe God bath ſent 
his only begotton Son into the world, that we may 
live by him. In this is charity : not as though 


25, and ſent his Sou to be a propitiation for our 
firs. I Join iv. © 10. The whole life of Chriſt 


ception, in the womb of his bleſſed mother, till hi 


in adorirg, glorifying, bleſſing, and loving his 
heavenly Father; and in offering himſelf to all 
his wilis: the doing the will of him that ſent him 
Bm was his very food. Jobn iv. 34. And for the love 
WI + . cf his Father, and becauſe it was his Father's wil, 
be al ſpent his whole life in the love of us; 

i N | ever 


* 


| 0 NSID ER, how Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 


He himſeif came down in perſon from his throne. 


He was the good ſhepherd: that came down to ſeck | 


rity both of the Father and of the Son. ) 


ave had loved God, but becauſe he hath firſt lowed 


was one continual exerciſe of divine charity in both 
its branches. From the firſt moment of his con- 


expirir.g upon the croſs, his ſoul was ever employed 


„ A. EY 


ever thinking on us, praying for us; and labouring 


hath ſhewed to us poor ſinners. in his paſſion and 


r : 
for our eternal ſalvatien. Q | let all heaven and 
earth extoll this his charity unto all eternity. 

2. Conſider the charity which the fon of God 


death. Contemplate, O my ſoul, what a bitter 
agony, what a mortal anguiſh, what a bloody fweat, 
he endured for the love of thee, in the garden 
of Gethſemani: how he there bewailed thy ſirs 
with tezrs of blood. See how he was ſold, and 
betrayed by one of bis own diſciples, denied by Ml 
Peter, and forſaken by all the reſt for the love of 
thee. How he was apprehended as a malefattor, . 
bound, . beaten and abuſed ; falſly accuſed, unjuſtly - 
condemned; muffled, {pit upon, and loaded. with. WW 
all manner of reproaches and injuries for the love 
of thee. How he was expoſed to the inſolencies 
of an inſulting mob; cloathed in a fooP's garment ; - 
and ſuffered a Barrabbas to be preferred before him 
for the love of thee. How he was rent and torn 
with whips and ſcourges; crowned with thorns ; 
derided as a mock. king; inſulted and buffeted by a 
whole regiment of ſoldiers far. the love of thee 
How he was condemned to the moſt diſgraceful and 
moſt cruel of deaths; how he was obliged to bear 
a rough and heavy croſs upon his wounded ſhoul- - 
ders; how he was drenched with gall and vinegar ; 
how he was violently fiript of his cloaths (Which 
now ſtuck faſt to his wounds) how he was extended Þ| 
on the creſs as on a rack; how he was nailed to it 
with groſs nails, driven through his hands and ſeet ; | 
and hoiſted up into the air for the love of thee. 
EF 7 How - 


— 
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How he was pleaſed to hang there between 10 
thieves for the ſpace of three hours, in moſt bitter 
anguiſh and torments, bleeding and dying for the 
love of thee, Ah! how, much. have thy fins coſt 
this innocent lamb of God! Ah how dearly has he 
loved thee ! In the midſt of all his tortures, he had 
thee in his heart, and even then was pleading thy 
cauſe with his eternal Father, and purchaſing mercy, 
ow and falvation for thee, when - thy nn were 
cruciiyirg him. 

3. Conſider that the Son of God has not only 
loved us, during the whole courſe of his mortil 
life; and loved us even unto death, by laying down, 
his life for the love of us: but he has carried his 
love for us beyond the bounds of death, in an ad- 
mirable legacy of love, which he bequeathed us 
the night before his paſſion, by means of which be 
remains always with us, in the divine myſteries, 
Here he feeds our ſouls with his precious body 
and blood. Here he unites us to himſelf in ſuch a 
manner, that he abideth in us and we in him ; and 
that we live by him. Jobn vi. Here he is a ſource 
of all grace to our ſouls: the tree of life, the 
fourtyn of life and love, the manna of heaven, 
for the ſupport of our pilgrimage till we come to 
the true land of promiſe ; where he will give hin- WM 


{elf to us for all eternity. O infinite love! O with Wl ©. 
what reaſon does the church ſing in one of her of 
facred hymns, Se na ſcens dedit focium & c. In his WW P 
birth he gave us himſelf to be our companion; # il and 
his laſt ſupper- to be our food; in his death to be Fa 

an 


eur ranſom ; and in his heavenly kingdom to be our 
reward and everfaſting . | 
Conclude 


0 79) | 
Conclude to follow always this great pattern of 


jore: and to give thyſelf wholly to him, who ſo 
many ways gives himſelf to thee. Pater. Ave. 


MEDITATION xxlx. 


hy fgbting. under the Standard a. Fas x 


Chriſt. _ 
ONSIDER that there are _ earth,. | 
and have been all along, two oppoſite king - 

doms; two oppoſite intereſts; two oppoſite cities, 
Jeruſalem and Babylon, the city of God, and the 
city of the devil; two oppoſite ſtandards, that of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ard that of ſatan. From the time 
that man unhappily fell from God by fin, ſatan ſet 
up his tyrannical uſurpation : which he has, by all 
kind of ſubtleties and lies, endeavoured to maintain 
ever fince ; by alluring pcor deluded mortals with 
the glittering ſhew of worldly pomps, riches, and 
pleaſures to become his ſlaves, and to fight under 
his ſtandard, And ah ! how unhappily has he pre- 
vailed over millions! what multitudes join with him 
againſt their God ! How is this wretched Babyien 
ipread over all the earth ! 

2. Conſider that Jeſus Chriſt came into this world 
to ſet up his ſtandard in oppoſition to the ſtandard | 
of ſatan: and to invite all man to follow him, 
promiſing to reſcue his followers from all their evils; 
and. to impart to them all his good. They that 
ſeriouſly correſpond with his call, and join his royal 
dandard, make up the ety of God, the bleſſed 


- b 


Jer uſalem, 7 
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LY OO. 
_ Jeruſalem, the church of the ſaints. But fe 
now. the immenſe difference between theſe two. 
- oppoſite cities, and their inhabitants: how hap- 
= py the one, and how miſerable the other, 
I be children of Babylon are miſerable indeed; they 

are ſlaves to paſſions that can never be ſatisfied, to a 
world that can never be contented, to infernal tyrants 
| thatare continually dragging them along with them 
towards hell: they are ſlaves to empty vanities, 
to childiſh toys, and lying follies ; labouring under 
a variety of fears, cares, ſorrows, uneaſineſſes, and 
innumerable other evils; without enjoying ſo much 
as any one ſolid or laſting ſatisfaction. But, O how 
happy are the children of Jeruſalem even here! 
What joy, what peace and content, what comfort 
and pure pleaſure in the ſou], are commonly their 
portion even in this life; and heaven in the next? 
And ſhalt thou, my ſoul, ſtand one momerit to de- 
| liberate which of the two thou wilt chooſe; the 
| ftandard of Chriſt, or that of ſatan; Jeruſalem or, 
Babylon; good or evil; verity or vanity ; truth or 
deceit; happineſs or miſery : heaven or hell? 
3. Conſider that the great deſign of all the fore- I the 
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1 going meditations is to fix thee in the happy choice be! 


of following the ſtandard of Jeſus Chriſt. They 

all conſpire to bring thee to this. Thy firſt begin- 

ning, and thy laſt end; thy creation and thy redemp- 

tion through Chriſt; thy being dedicated to him in 
baptiſm; the happineſs that is found in virtue, and 

the miſery in vice: all the benefits of God; and 
his goodneſs in bearing with thee in thy fins: all 
diure conſiderations on the four laſt things, and on 2 
j . fe, | . „ jore 
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Jove of God; all theſe call upon hes, all me 
thee to flee away from the ſlavery and captivity of 
Babylon, and to haſten to Jeruſalem; to leave ſatan, 
and to come to Chriſt. Turn ther, O my ſoul, 
turn away from this Babel of confuſion, noiſe and 
diſorder: break her chains from eff thy neck, O 
captive daughter of Sion. Renounce far good and all , 
the king of pride; the tyrant that has u! ſurped to 
bimſelf the dominion over this world, and its de- 
luded admirers : renounce his works and pompe, töb- 
gether with his aſſociates, Mammon, Aſmodeus, 
ard all-the princes of darkneſs, and all their ſlaves; 
and turn thyſelf to the bleſſed Feruſalem, the city 
of peace; and embrace the king of peace, and his 
glorious Randard, with all thy heart: chooſe him 
for thy king for evgx, pay him irrevocable homage : 
and promiſe him inviolable fidelity and obedienee. 
Conclude, ſinee thou haſt now choſen Jeſus Chriſt  - 
to be thy king, to fight manfully, unto death, un- 
der his royal ſtandard of the croſs, ogainſt his and 5 
thy enemies, the world, the fleſh, and the devil. In 
order to this, learn well thy exerciſe of prayer: and 
the rules of the goſpel, the military diſcipline which 
be bas hxed tor his 3 Pater. Ae. ; 
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MEDITATION xxx. 
On the rules preſcribed by Feſus Chip 


10 bis followers. | 
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O NSIDER the laws of the aliens ai. 

_ cipline preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt, to all 

that deſire to be his ſoldiers, Mat. xvi. 24. I any 
man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up bis croſs, and follow me. The obſervance of 
"theſe three articles makes a complete ſoldier of Chriſ. 
We. muſt renounce ourſelves: we muſt bear our 
eroſſes: and we muſt walk in the footſteps of Jeſus 
Chriſt, The corruption of man by fin ; the wound 
that fin has left in all the faculties of the ſoul ; the 
violence of our diſorderly paſſions, and the bent of 
our natural inclinations to evil, infer a neceſſity of 
rcnouncing ourſelves, of fighting againſt ourſelves, 
of nating our natural inclinations, if we hope tobe 
happy, either here or hereafter, We have nota 
more dangerous enemy than ourſelves ; the deyil 
himſelf cannot hurt us half fo much as we hurt our- 
ſelves when we follow our own will, and indulze 
our.own inclinations. This then is the firſt article of 
the diſcipline of Jeſus Chriſt, in oppoſition to our 
unhappy ſelf. love, the root of all our evils, and is 
three principal branches, the Juft of the fleſh, ii 
buſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, The Son of « } 
God came down from heaven to engage us in ths Bil wa] 
holy warfare. The humility, the poverty, the He 
voluntary ſafferings of his birth, of his life, and of our 
is death, were all . againſt theſe ent mies 


8 : 2̃᷑. Conkidet 
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who opened heaven to us, by. the eroſs, and con- 


ſ | 

2 Cond der that the Gdier 4 Jeſus Chrift welt. 
land to his colours; he muſt not run from the 
croſs, He muſt bear and forbear; he muſt endure 
many conflicts; he muſt patiently ſubmit to, and 
courageouſly go through the trials and hardſhips of 
this ſhort campaign of his mortal life. He muſt not 
pretend to fare better than his captain-and his king, 
All ſufferings and hardſhips appear as nothing to a 
brave ſoldier when he is following his prince, and is 
happy in his company. The- chriſtian ſoldier then 
muſt be willing to carry his croſs after Jeſus Chriſt ; 


ducts his ſoldiers thither by the way of the croſs. 
Embrace then, O my ſoal, this happy ipſtrument | 
of thy ſalvation ; in which, if thou beareſt it in a 
proper manner, thou wilt find an inex hauſtible 
ſource of grace and comfort. Embrace the holy 
will of God, which lays the croſs upon thee, to 
bring thee to himſelf. He knows what i bel for : & 
thee ; becauſe he is infinitely wiſe : and he ſends thee 1 
what he knows is for the beſt; becauſe he is inſi- 
nitely good, and good to thee. Thou canft not be 
ina ſafer or better way than in the way of the 
croſs; by which Jeſus Chriſt, and all his ſaints have 
gone to heaven. Even in this life, the true ſoldiers .. 
of Chriſt find greater ſweetneſs in the croſs, than i in 
all the pleaſures of this world. b 
3. Conſider that the ſoldiers of Chriſt are calling: 
as his firſt diſciple were, to follow him; that is to 
walk in his footſteps, by an imitation of his life. 
He came down from heaven to be our teacher and 
our model, tis the great duty of all that deſire to 
belong 
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bounded charity to every neighbour. 
life of -Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch mult the lite of all 
his ſoldiers. be. 


N 


| 8 to him, to copy after his bleed original, "A 
te ſhew forth in themſelves the life of Jeſus Chriſt, 


To learn of him to be meek ani! humble of heart. To 


learn of him poverty of ſpirit, a contempt of the 
| honours, riches and pleaſures of this world, and a 


diſengagement of the heart from all earthly things 


To learn of him a horror for ſin, and an obedience 
even unto death. 


In fine, to learn of him a per 


petual conformity to the will of God, and an un. 
Sach was the 


Conclude to embrace this. diſcipline of ſel 
Chriſt, in all its parts, which he came down from 
heaven to teach: and henceforward to renounce all 
ungodlineſs and worldly deſires, (Titus ii. i 2, &c) 
and to live ſoberly, and jufily, and godly, in thi 


world: looking for the bleſſed hope and ghirim 
coming of the great God, and cur Saviour Feſu 
Cbriſ; æubo gave himſelf for us, that be might re 


deem us from all iniquity, and mizht cleanſe us ti 


himſelf a people acceptable, a mn of ou works 


Pater. Ave. 


A PRAYER 


„and 
hriſt, 
. To 
f | the 
and 2 
dings, 
ence 
$a 
n un. 
735 the 
of al 


eſus 
i from 
nce all 
1, &C,) 
in this 
rlorious 
2 
gbt re 
e us bt 
Work. 


YER 


and redeemed me by the precious blood of thy 


" 4"PRAYER. 


Of a penitent ſmner for the remiſſion of = 
ie oe 


Almighty and everlaſting God, who haſt | 
created me to thy own image and likeneſs, 


only Son: who haſt thought on me, and loved me 
from all eternity; and out of pure love prepared 
a heaven for me; with all the neceſſary meang 
to bring me thither : who haſt borne with me, 
for ſo long a time, in my repeated offences and 
treaſons agaiaſt thee; haſt ſtill continued, with _ 
infinite goodneſs and mercy, to call, to invite, 
to preſs me to return to thee; notwithflanding 
all my monſtrous ingratitude to thee, and my 
contempt of all thy graces; Behold I now deſire, 
with my whole heart, to quit theſe huſks of 
lwine which have kept me ſo long at a dittance - 
from thy houſe, my true home; and to come 
back to thee: to obey the ſummons which, thou 
haſt now been pleaſed to ſend me; and to con- 
feſs, and deteſt all my fins, in thy preſence; in 
hopes of finding mercy at this time of mercy. 
I defire now to come before thee, though in- 
initely unworthy, in the ſpirit of humility, and 
„ 1 5 „ie 
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ih a contrite heart; and to make at thy feet a 
general confeſſion of all my fins. I acknoy- 


ledge that from my firſt coming to. the uſe of 
reaſon, to this very hour, my whole life has 


been nothing but fin and miſery. . Alas! I loſt 


thee, I turned my back upon thee, 1 ſhamefull 
Preferred worthleſs toys before thee, even from 
the very time I was firſt capable of knowing 
and loving thee! I have very ſeldom thought f 


thee: I have daily and hourly many ways 


broken thy commandments. Good God! what 


muſt then become of this poor wretch in the 


day of thy judgement : this wretch whoſe known 
and unknown fins are without number; and who 
| has done ſo very little good, to put in the ſcale 
to connter-balance ſo much evil? | 

Muſt I then deſpair of thy. mercy ? mul [ 
give up the cauſe, and abandon myſelf to fatan 
' fin and hell? No, my God; may thy infinin 
| goodneſs forbid, I ſhould fall into that bottom: 
leſs pit, where none ſhall ever confeſs to thee, 
My iniquities are great, it is true: but thy good 
neſs, thy mercy, thy power is ſtill greater: Ther 
haſt declared; it is not thy will the finner ſhould 
periſh ; but that he ſhould be converted and live; 
Thou haſt declared, there is more joy in thy 
| heavenly court, over one penitent finner, thal 
over ninety nine juſt: Thy Son has ſhed hi 
blood for me, to purchaſe for me a full for 
giveneſs of all my fins. Here is my hope: tho 
mercy I lay hold on; and nothing ſnall n 
me quit my hold. I know the worſt-of "os 
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feet a M have been cleanſed from all their filth, in this 
know- MW fſovercign bath. Should my caſe be even worſe: 
uſe of than the worſt of theirs; the. mercy and grace 
fe hu of my God, and the virtue of the precious 
I lot WM blood of my Redeemer is abundantly ſufficient, 
nefull; and will appear the more illuſtrious in my cure. | 
1 fron FF O infinite goodneſs, who haſt endured me for | 
nowing ſo many years, ſince I firſt fell from thee by ſin: 
ght of W who haſt kept me all this while from falling into 
wa BY hell; and haſt continually cheriſhed me with in- 
[ what BY numerable favours, and graces; . behold me now 
in the proſtrate at thy feet, - accuſing myſelf of my 
known Wl crimes, and imploring thy mercy. I am that Wl 
id who BY prodigal child, that have gone away into a far 
e ſcale BY country from thee, and have ſquandered. away 
| all the ſobſtance thou gaveſt me; I have made 
muſt I myſelf a flave to the devil, who has ſet me to 
uh feed his ſwine, even my own brutiſh paſſions, 
infinite and ſenſual inclinations; I have ſought, but 


_ fought, alas! in vain, to ſatisfy my craving ap- 

0 wa petite with their huſks: but now being made Ii 
* good ſenſible of my miſery ; and being wearied with Wl 
Tia my own evil ways, I come back to thee, 1 
; ſhoul acknowledge myſelf unworthy to be received 
ad "BY in the quality of thy child, all J crave is thy 


mercy in the forgiveneſs of my manifold treaſons: 
J dare not lift up my eyes to thee: I dare not ly 
ak for the meaneſt place in thy family. 1 find WW 
myſelf quite loaded, and oppreſſed, with the Mi 
enormous weight of my ' fins. If I confider my 
own deferts, 1 can lock for nothing but hell; 
which I have deſerved a thouſand and a thou- 


71 wy 

fand times. I now hate and deteft my evil ways, 

I abhor myſelf for having been ſo wicked and 

ungrateful to thee. 1 have even crucified thy 

Son, my divine lover, over and over again, by 

my ſins. But, O thou fountain of mercy, have 

pity and compaſſion on this miſerable wretch. 

Look not upon my fins, but upon the bowels of 

thy tender mercy, and the merits. of my Re- 

deemer. Look upon the face of thy Chriſt ; and 

upon all he has done and ſuffered for poor 
ſinners, O mercy, mercy, mercy, through that | 
blood which he ſhed for me in his agony. in 

45 the garden of Gethſemani; through that blood { 

he ſhed for me, when he was rent and torn 0 

nVvioith ſcourges, and crowned with thorns; through Ml * 

that blood he ſhed for me. upon the croſs. Grant i 

this mercy, which he then aſked for me, when ti 

he was bleeding and dying for me ; and which 

he now implores fitting at thy right hand, 

where he is ſtill the advocate of ſinners. Hear MW 


alſo the prayers of thy holy church, ſpread ! 

throughout the whole earth, which ſhe now of- da 
fers in his name, and through his merits,” im- mn 
ploring thy mercy at this time, for all her children, WW = 
of which I am the moſt unworthy. Hear the pray- ane 
ers of the bleſſed Virgin, and of the whole church me 
of heaven, whom I humbly beſeech to be joint the 
petitioners with the church upon earth, to obtain con 
mercy for me and-all poor ſingers : : through! the ever 
lame Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, abo 
And turning myſelf to thee, my dane Jeſus, eiche 


my Redeemer, and wy advocate, the great high 
N 
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prieſt of God and man, the ber ae der ö 
Fo of our ſouls, I beg of thee, to whom all power is 
7 given in heaven and earth, pardon, abſolution, 
and full remiſſion of ail my fins. I am heartily Þ} 
forry for all my offences: I defire to lay them 
all down at thy feet, to be cancelled by thy. 
precious blood: I wiſh with all my ſoul I had 
never offended thy infinite goodneſs ; I wiſh I 
could waſh thy feet, like Magdalen, with peni- 
tential tears. O that I could worthily bewail my Þ} 
fins even with tears of blood. I reſolve by thy | 
grace rather to die, than to commit the like | 
any more. I reſolve to make the . beſt ſatisfac- 
tion I am able, by bringing forth worthy fruits 
of penance. O diſcharge me this once from 
the diſmal load of the guilt of my crimes | 0 
releaſe all the bands that may keep my foul 
from © thee, and thy heavenly kingdom : : and 
then, as to this life, do with me what thou 
pleaſeſt, I willing|y accept from thy hands 
whatever croſſes or fafferings thou ſhalt ſend ; 
1 will dedicate the remainder of my days to thee, | 
daily to bewail my fins, and daily to preſent 
my heart to thee. I will make what amends [ 
can for all my paſt offences, by a life of penance, - 
and a life of love. I renounce from this mo- 
ment, and for ever, the world, the fleth, and 
the devil: and all their ſuggeſtions, vanities and 
concupiſcences : and 1 fully determine to be for 
ever thine. O cleanſe my foul from all my paſt 
abominations: and let nochiag henceforward, 
either in life or death, ever more ſeparate, me 4 


ee 
. thee; who with the-Father, and che hs 
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. penitent. may alk 1 recite fe + 3 
intention the Palm. Miſerere: : or other devout 
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4 PRAYER 


For the whole tate of Chrifts eld, _ 
earth, and all ihe intention N * 
I . N | Toe” 


Eternal Father of our Lord Jeſus. Chr, 


1 Creator of all things, viſible and inviſible, 5 
= — of all our good; infinitely good in thy- MI | 
ee, and infinitely gracious, bountiful and good ﬀ * 
Fj to us: Behold we thy poor ſervants, the work a 
12 of thy hands, redeemed by the blood of thy 
1 only Son, come, in anſwer to his ſammons by f 
5 his Vicegerent, to preſent ourſelves, as humble 

[I petitioners, before the throne of thy mercy : we f 
A come all in a body, at this time, even all thy l 
F people upon earth; and we come in communion 10 
J with all thy church in heaven, hoping to be f .. 
4 aſſiſted by their prayers and merits; and with Fa 
£20 | Jeſus Chriſt at our head, our High prieſt and , 
1 Mediator, in whoſe precious blood we put all ya 
. our truſt. We proſtrate ourſelves here before he 


| —_ and we _ moſt "Your beleech thee. to 
5 | | Jani) 


5 . © 
Holy WM a0 thy own mak holy 3 by netting | 
out and exalting thy holy catholick ch throughout 
1 the whole world. O eternal King, who haft ſent = 
170 thy only Son down. from thy throne above, into 
fant this earth. of ours. ,, to eſtabliſh a. Wa any 8 
ſevout here amongſt us, from whence we might here- 4 3 
b the after be tranſlated to thy. eternal 2 lock 
„ down, we beſeech thee, u this kingdom of - 
thy Son, and propagate , it uch all nations, 4 | 
and through all hearts, N it in all trum; I 
2 maintain it in peace, unity, and halineſs. | Give 
upon WW to it Saints for its rulers, its chief paſtor, and all I 
f the its other prelates ; enlighten them all with hea-, 4 
"8 venly wiſdom, and make them all men according „ 
to thy own heart. Give thy grace and bleſſing 
to all the clergy.; ; and ſend amongſt them that 
heavenly fire, which thy Son came to caſt on the | 
' earth, and which he ſo earneſtly defired ſhould # 
be enkinded, Aſſiſt and, cvs) all apoſtolical _ 
miſſionaries, . that they may zealouſly and effec- IM 
tually promote, thy glory, and the ſalvation of ̃ 
fouls redeemed | by the blood of thy Son.  Sanc- 
tily all religious men and- women of all orders: 
give them the grace to ſerve thee with all © 
fection, according to the ſpirit of their infibate, 
and to ſhine like lights to the reſt of the faith- 
ful. Have mercy on all chriſtian princes; grant 
them thoſe - lights and graces that are neceſſary 
for the perfe& diſcharge of their duty to thee 
and to their ſubjects ; that they may be true 
ſervants to thee the King of kings, true fathers 
to  - People ; . and nurſing fathers to thy 
church. 
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Aceh ewe dee; At ae ene t 

: "Af re thy deputies, ad miniſters of thy Fullce, 
"Hire mer on all thy EPL eee "the / 
and give thy tleftmp: to thy i 5 
ee thy congregation, neh des hiſt poſ. 
2 from "tHe Begining ; and wwe that "grace | 
. to all thy. hildreti dere upon ex „ttt they. 
47 ail holy in in all we er as the 
E any. N halen} von of e 
. FElkkutf kly mere Mis t0 all sel, this 
| {be por We and in the ados par nib t6 gl 
that know "why thee, and tlat "have 

received” the faith and "law of thy Son 
"to all 'Pap gans, Mahometabs, "and 
ember, 0 8 5 chat all theſe. ph 
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SR like ſucceſs, for 0 ty of "thy. e that. 
A all theſe poor 8 nay e ht do know ther, 
love thee, and ſerve 2 here in 5 church; "and 
* bleſs thee hereafter for all eternity. n 
Lock down allo with'ah eye f they: 364 engen 

7 fon on all thoſe deluded foo, who under the nam 
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